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INTRODUCTION 


These  letters  of  support  reflect  a  wide  range  of 
interests,  disciplines,  and  cooperating  institutions. 


In  addition  to  the  letters,  many  government, 
business,  cultural  and  educational  leaders  have  signed 
on  as  New  England  Sports  Museum  supporters  --  a  true 
indication  of  the  Sports  Museum's  broad  appeal  and 
commitment  to  maintaining  a  meaningful  educational  and 
cultural  standard. 


The  New  England  Sports  Museum  at  The  Custom  House 
will  enliven  downtown  Boston's  "Family  of  Museums"  by 
taking  its  place  alongside  the  New  England  Aquarium  and 
The  Children's  Museum  in  offering  our  children  and  city 
visitors  a  fun  and  meaningful  museum  experience. 


In  keeping  with  the  true  spirit  of  Boston's 
loyalty  to  the  "home-town  teams",  the  Sports  Museum  is 
certain  to  take  its  place  among  the  City's  leading 
institutions  that  have  helped  make  Boston  renowned 
throughout  the  world. 


### 


Sports  Museums,  Inc.  is  a  non-profit  educational  orgamiarion 
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NEW  ENGLAND  SPORTS  MUSEUM  CUSTOM  HOUSE  PROPOSAL  SUPPORTERS 


INDIVIDUALS 


PUBLIC  OFFICIALS: 

U.S.  Representative  Joseph  Kennedy 

U.S.  Representative  Joseph  Moakley 

Massachusetts  State  Auditor  Joseph  DeNucci 

Massachusetts  State  Treasurer  Robert  Crane 

Massachusetts  House  Speaker  George  Keverian,  D-Everett 

Massachusetts  House  Majority  Leader  Charles  Flaherty,  D-Cambridge 

Senator  Frederick  E.  Berry,  D-Peabody 

Senator  Walter  J.  Boverini,  D-Lynn 

Senator  Francis  D.  Doris,  D-Revere 

Senator  Paul  Harold,  D-Quincy 

Senator  William  Keating,  D-Sharon 

Senator  Michael  LoPresti,  D-East  Boston 

Senator  William  MacLean,  Jr.,  D-Fairhaven 

Representative  Suzanne  Bump,  D-Braintree 

Representative  Stephen  Karol,  D-Attleboro 

Representative  Salvatore  DiMasi,  D-Boston 

Representative  Kevin  Fitzgerald,  D-Boston 

Representative  John  MacGovern,  R-Harvard 

Representative  Thomas  McGee,  D-Lynn 

Representative  Steven  Pierce,  R-Westfield 

Representative  Richard  Rouse,  D-Boston 

Representative  Angelo  Scaccia,  D-Boston 

Representative  Richard  Voke,  D-Boston 

Boston  City  Councillor  Bruce  Boiling 

Boston  City  Councillor  Thomas  Menino 

Boston  City  Councillor  Albert  O'Neill 

Boston  City  Councillor  Robert  Travaligni 

*Boston  School  Committee  President  John  A.  Nucci 

Boston  School  Committee  Member  Rosina  "Kitty"  Bowman 

Boston  School  Committee  Member  Peggy  Mullen 

*Boston  School  Committee  Member  John  P.  Grady 

Pat  Moscaritolo,  MASSPORT 

Rhode  Island  Lieutenant  Governor  Richard  Licht 

James  O'Leary,  General  Manager,  MBTA 

James  Bradley,  Boston  Housing  Authority 


LABOR: 

*Arthur  Osborn,  President,  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO 

Joe  Joyce,  Secretary/Treasurer,  Boston  Central  Labor  Council 

Ken  Lyons,  National  Association  of  Government  Employees 
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CULTURAL: 

*Warren  Berg,  President,  Freedom  Trail  Association 

♦Philip  Bergen,  Librarian,  The  Bostonian  Society 

*Rollin  van  N.  Hadley,  Director,  Isabella  Stewart  Gardner  Museum 

Armand  LaMontagne,  Sculptor 

*Warren  M.  Little,  Ed.D.,  Executive  Director,  The  Cambridge 

Historial  Society 
*William  Marchione,  Curator,  Brighton-Allston  Historical  Society 
Dave  Powers,  Curator,  JFK  Library 

*Carl  Scheele,  Curator  Emeritus,  Smithsonian  Institution 
*Don  Verger,  President/Executive  Director,  Children's  Discovery 

Museums 
*James  Welu,  Director,  Worcester  Art  Museum 

MEDIA; 

*Joseph  Anderson,  Manager  for  Production  Services,  WGBH  TV 

Lonnie  Carton,  WEEI  AM  Radio 

Frank  DeFord,  Sports  Illustrated  &  NBC-TV 

Jack  Edwards,  WCVB-TV  &  ABC-TV 

Gerry  Walsh,  WLVI-TV 


EDUCATION: 

*Bob  Alexander,  AARDY ' S  Army 

*Joe  Bertagna,  Execuitve  Director,  Harvard  Varsity  Club 

♦Andrew  Buni,  Professor  of  History,  Boston  College 

♦Victor  P.  Caliri,  Ph.D.,  Professor  of  Psychology,  Southeastern 

Massachusetts  University 
Ted  Dooley,  Executive  Director,  Boston  Compact 
*Kay  Dudley,  Governor's  Statewide  Anti-Crime  Council 
♦Sister  Therese  Higgins,  President,  Regis  College 
♦William  J.  Holmes,  Simmons  College 
♦Richard  E.  Lapchick,  Center  for  the  Study  of  Sport  in  Society, 

Northeastern  University 
♦Dr.  Laval  Wilson,  Boston  School  Superintendent 


BUSINESS  AND  INDUSTRY: 

Francis  X.  Bellotti,  Former  Massachusetts  Attorney  General 

Gaston  Snow  &  Ely  Bartlett 
John  Bok,  Csaplar  &  Bok 
Bob  Cumings,  President,  Greater  Boston  Convention  and  Visitors 

Bureau 
♦Paul  Del  Rossi,  President,  General  Cinema 
♦Ellen  Fahey,  President,  ExecuTours 
Alex  Fotiadias,  Burke  Distributing 
♦Thom  Gilligan,  President,  Marathon  Tours,  Inc. 
♦Jack  Heneghan,  Jack's  Investment  Company 
♦Kenneth  S.  Hudson,  Coca-Cola  USA 


BUSINESS  AND  INDUSTRY  Continued: 

Robert  Kraft,  International  Forest  Product 

*Jack  Lacey,  Vice  President,  Spalding  Sports  Worldwide 

*Jeff  Mclntyre,  Vice  President,  Beacon  Hotel  Corporation 

*Ernest  B.  Murphy,  Attorney,  148  State  Street 

*Jack  O'Neill,  President,  Western  Media  Group 

♦William  J.  Roche,  President,  Dynagraf  Inc. 

*Derek  Sanderson,  Browning-Ferris  Industries,  Inc. 

*Gary  L.  Smith,  Houghton  Mifflin  Company 

*Alex  Tekian,  President,  Tek  Management,  Inc. 

SPORTS: 

*Daniel  V.  Bakinowski,  US  Rowing 

Joan  Benoit 

Larry  Bird,  Boston  Celtics 

Ray  Bourque,  Boston  Bruins 

Kevin  Dineen,  Hartford  Whalers 

*Lou  Gorman,  General  Manager,  Boston  Red  Sox 

*Marvin  Hagler 

John  Hannah 

Bobby  Orr 

*Luke  Salisbury,  Vice  President,  Society  for  American  Baseball 

Research 
John  Swirbalus,  Director,  Police  Athletic  League 
*R.  Jeffrey  Twiss,  Boston  Celtics 
Ted  Williams 
Jean  Yawkey,  Owner,  Boston  Red  Sox 


CIVIC  AND  COMMUNITY  LEADERS: 

Dr.  Mark  Doherty,  Dorchester  House 

Jim  Doty,  L  Street  Brownies 

Lawrence  Jones,  Greater  Boston  Boys  &  Girls  Clubs 

Ted  Kennedy,  Jr. 

Kathy  Rolfe,  Advocate  for  the  Handicapped 

Hessie  Sargent 

Robert   Urich,    Actor 
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ORGANIZATIONS  SUPPORTING  NEW  ENGLAND  SPORTS  MUSEUM 

AT  THE  CUSTOM  HOUSE 


GOVERNMENT: 

Everett  City  Council 

CULTURAL: 

♦Isabella  Stewart  Gardner  Museum 

♦Massachusetts  Cultural  Alliance 

♦Smithsonian  Institution  Traveling  Exhibition  Service 

♦Worcester  Art  Museum 

MEDIA  ENDORSEMENTS: 

The  Boston  Herald 
The  Boston  Ledger 
The  Boston  Phoenix 
WNEV  TV — Channel  7 
Sports  Channel 

EDUCATION: 

Boston  School  Committee 

♦Mothers  Against  Drunk  Driving  (MADD) 

BUSINESS  &  INDUSTRY: 

♦Action  Posters,  Inc. 
Boston  Properties 
♦Coca-Cola  USA 
♦General  Cinema 
♦Gillette 
♦Norton  Company- 
Olympic  International  Bank 
♦Polaroid 
PUMA  USA 

♦The  Ritz-Carlton 
♦Spalding  Sports  Worldwide 
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SPORTS: 

♦Basketball  Hall  of  Fame  (cooperation) 

Boston  Bruins 

*Boston  Celtics 

♦Boston  Red  Sox 

Hartford  Whalers 

Hockey  Hall  of  Fame 

Little  League  Hall  of  Fame 

♦Massachusetts  Secondary  School  Athletic  Directors 

*NFL  Alumni 

National  Baseball  Hall  of  Fame 

New  England  Patriots 

♦Women's  Sports  Foundation 


CIVIC  AMD  COMMUNITY  GROUPS: 

♦Brighton  Board  of  Trade 
Roxbury  Boys  and  Girls  Clubs 
♦Somerville  Chamber  of  Commerce 


LABOR: 

♦Massachusetts  AFL/CIO 

National  Association  of  Government  Employees 


♦Indicates  letter  of  support 


MASSACHUSETTS/ AFL-CIO 

Voice  of  Organized  Labor  400,000  Strong 


April  11,  1988 


Presidtnt 

ARTHUR  R.  OSBORN 

Executive  Vice  Presidents 

JOSEPH  M.  LYDON 
THOMAS  Q  EVERS 
JOSEPH  C.  FAHERTY 

Secretary-  Treasurer 

ROBERT  J.  HAYNES 

Vice  Presidents 

RICHARD  ABDOW 
RONALD  ALMAN 
DANIEL  A   BEAUREGARD 
EDWARD  F   BURKE  JR. 
ARTHUR  BUTLER 
LINDA  R   CHIGAS 
THOMAS  CHIRILLO 

•i\NET  CIEJKA 
DWARD  W   COLLINS  JR. 
JOHN  P   CONLEY 
CHARLES  DeROSA 
PAUL  L.  DEVLIN 
JAMES  FARMER 
BRUCE  FERIN 
WILLIAM  J   FOLEY 
WILLIAM  F    IRVIN 
JOSEPH  W   JOYCE 
JULIA  KAMEL 
THOMAS  P    KERR 
DONALD  J    LEAHY 
DICK  LeBLANC 
DAVID  LIMA 
KEVIN  MAHAR 
CHARLES  McDEVITT 
NANCY  MILLS 
A   MICHAEL  MULLANE 
HERBERT  OLLIVIERRE 
JOHN  PHINNEY 
TONY  ROMANO 
RICHARD  RUMELT 
JOHN  F    SIMMONS 
DOROTHY  THOMAS 
CHARLES  E    THOMPSON 
FRANK  TOLAND 
BARNEY  WALSH 
MANNY  WILLIAMS 


Stephen  Coyle,  Director 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston  City  Hall 
Boston,  MA    02203 

Dear  Mr.  Coyle: 

I  am  contacting  you  to  reaffirm  the  Massachusetts  AFL/CIO's 
strong  support  for  the  New  England  Sports  Museum's  effort  at 
the  Custom  House.   The  rich  history  of  sports  in  Boston  and  its 
roots  in  working-class  Massachusetts  mal<e  this  site  a  natural  for 
this  museum. 

The  New  England  Sports  Museum  has  a  commitment  to  our  children 
and  the  community  that  will  benefit  all  of  Boston.    We  hope  you 
will  make  our  choice,  the  Sports  Museum,  the  B.R.A.  choice  for 
the  Customs  House. 

Sincerely, 


J^ioc^^(SXUi^-^ 


Arthur  R.  Qsborn 
President 
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New  England  Sports  Museum 
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The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 
Mayor  -  City  of    Boston 
Boston  City  Hall,  5th  Floor 
Boston,  MA     02201 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn: 

1  am  contacting  you  on  behalf  of  the  New  England  Sports  Museum's  efforts 
to  expand  into  the  Customs  House.   The  Massachusetts  AFL/CIO, 
representing  400,000  workers  and  their  families,  strongly  supports  the 
Sports  Museum's  proposal. 

The  Customs  House  would  not  only  attract  additional  tourists  to  the  down- 
town area  (creating  new  jobs)  but  also  provide  an  educational  facility  for 
the  children  of  working  people. 

While  all  the  proposals  presented  to  the  B.R.A.  have  some  merit,  the  New 
England  Sports  Museum  is  the  only  one  to  draw  on  the  rich  history  of 
athletics  and  sports  in  Massachusetts.    You,  more  than  most,  are  aware 
of  the  important  role  sports  play  in  shaping  our  children's  future. 

I  sincerely  hope  you  will  support  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  and  inform 
the  B.R.A.  of  your  opinion. 

Sincerely, 


■^;;::^Mc<^  ^-^-^^ 


Arthur  R.  Osborn 
President 
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The  Bostonian  Society 

OLD  STATE  HOUSE 
206  Washington  Street 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  0Z109 


Organized  to  Promote 

the  Study  of  the  History  of  Boston 

and  the 

Preservation  of  its  Antiquities 


January  6,  1988 


TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN: 


As  librarian  at  Boston's  historical  society  I  have  had 
several  occasions  to  call  on  the  New  England  Museum  of  Sports 
History  to  answer  patrons  research  questions.  In  all  instances, 
personnel  at  the  Museum,  especially  Curator  Dick  Johnson,  have 
proven  to  be  most  helpful  and  professional  in  their  dealings 
with  the  Society.  The  Museum  has  accumulated  a  considerable 
amount  of  information  and  reference  materials,  and  I  consider  it 
an  important  source  in  Boston's  network  of  research  assistance. 

I  have  also  been  impressed  with  the  quality  and  scope 
of  the  Museum's  public  programs,  financial  activity,  and  long 
range  goals.  It  would  appear  that  a  serious  and  considered 
effort  is  being  made  to  making  the  New  England  Museum  of  Sports 
History  a  permanent  part  of  Boston.  Their  cooperation  with 
The  Bostonian  Society  is  one  example  of  their  committment. 

I  have  no  doubts  about  the  professionalism  of  the 
staff,  and  the  legitimacy  of  the  Museum's  existence. 


i^u: 
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Phil ip  Bergen 
Librarian 
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Warhen  S.  Beho 

One  Federal  Street 

Boston.  Massachusetts  oeaii 


September  14,  1987 


Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston 
City  Hall 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02201 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn: 

I  am  writing  you  in  support  of  having  the  New  England 
Sports  Museum  occupy  the  first  three  floors  of  the 
Custom  House  building.   I  believe  in  the  Sports  Museum's 
broad  mission  and  believe  its  success  in  carrying  out 
its  mission  will  be  better  fulfilled  in  this  ideal  loca- 
tion in  the  heart  of  the  City. 

May  I  introduce  myself  and  tell  you  of  my  experience 
with  museums?   I  am  presently  chairman  of  Boston's 
Freedom  Trail  Commission,  have  served  on  the  boards  of 
two  Boston  museums,  and  am  immediate  past  president  of 
the  Museum  of  Science.   I've  been  supportive  and  impres- 
sed with  the  Sports  Museum's  mission  and  tenacity  since  . 
its  inception  several  years  ago.   It  is  a  well-recognized 
fact  that  Boston  is  a  renowned  sports  town.   Bringing 
the  New  England  Sports  Museum  into  the  core  of  the  City 
will  further  enhance  our  leadership  role  in  the  field  of 
sports.   The  Custom  House  would  be  an  ideal  and  central 
location  for  families  and  young  people. 

Because  I  have  had  a  supportive  relationship  with  the 
Sports  Museum  since  its  inception,  I  am  aWare  of  how 
family  outings  to  a  museum  become  joyous,  educational 
and  motivational  occasions.   The  location  of  the  Custom 
House,  its  proximity  to  Faneuil  Hall  and  other   Freedom 
Trail  sites,  and  the  stimulating  atmosphere  at  Quincy 
Market  along  with  a  trip  to  the  New  England  Sports 
Museum  seems  not  only  logical,  but  an  appropriate 
diversification  for  visitors  to  this  area. 

I  urge  you  to  give  this  your  serious  consideration. 

Sincerely  yours. 


WSB/ep, 

be:  /David  W.  Cowens,  Chairman  of  the  Board 

Richard  Johnson,  Program  Director/Curator 
New  England  Sports  Museum 
1175  Soldiers  Field  Road 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02134 
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THE   DISCOI/ERY    /MUSEUMS 


•  a  creative  children's  museum  •  an  inventive  science  museum  • 


Board  of  Directors 

President 
OonaicJ  Verge' 

E'Jurator/E'hibii  Designof 

^Ja'u/ai'Sl 
Vic*  President 
Carolyn  Plait 

Etiucatof 

Ca'iiite  Public  Schools 
Treasurer 
Dav'd  Kaplan   Esq 

Vice  President  of  finance 

Lifehne  Systems,  inc 
S«cretary 
Widg<e  Aidnch 

Educator/Social  Worker 

Patrick  A  Caiaido.  J' 
Corpo'ale  Manager 
Educational  Seryices 
Digital  EQuipment  Corporation 

Dr  Daniel  S  Cheever.  Jr 

(Honorary  Member) 

President 

Wheeiock  College 
Tim  EliBSsen 

President 

Dr  Roben  E  Kessler 

Superintendent 
'       Acton  Public  and 

Acton-8o  "borough 

Regional  Schools 
Carlelon  F   Kilmer 

Partner  Management  Iryormation 

and  Consulting  Division^'-~,^._ 

Arthur  Andersen  &  Co 
Dr    Malhew  King 

Suoerinfendent 

Carlisle  Public  Schools 
Roberl  J  Little 

£;t0cuf;v9  Vice  President 

Winchester  Corporatiori 
Raymond  F    McNu'ty 

Director  of  Corporate  Relations 

GenRad.  Inc 
Dennis  J  Picard 

Senior  Vice  President  and 

General  Manager 

Missile  Systems  Division 

Raytheon  Company 
Failh  Waters 

Master  of  Education 

Educational  Consultant 

Executive  Director 

Donald  Verger 
Educator/Enhibit  Designer 
Naturalist 

professional  Aftlllatlons 

American  Associalion  of  Museums 
American  Assoc  of  Youth  Museums 
Assoc  of  Science  Technology  Clrs 
National  Science  Teachers  Assoc 
New  England  Museum  Association 
Massachusetts  Cultural  Alliance 
Museums  ol  Boston 


September  21,  1987  i 

The  Honorable  Raymond  Flynn 
1  City  Hall  Square 
Boston,  MA 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn, 

I  would  like  to  express  my  wish  to  see  the  New 
England  Sports  Museum  occupy  the  first  three  floors 
of  the  Custom  House  in  Boston.   I  feel  this 
location  will  offer  access ibi lity  and  growth  to  the 
Sports  Museum,  and  bring  a  stronger  sense  of 
community  and  pride  to  downtown  Boston. 

Sincerely, 


er^ 


\ 


Don   Verger 
President/Executive  Director 


cc : 


Dick  Johnson 

New  England  Sports  Museum 


The  Discovery  /Museums,  Inc 

Partners  In  Creative  Education 

Children's  Discovery  /Vluseum/Sclence  Discovery  /Museum 


1 77  /Hain  Street,  Acton,  /VIA  01 720  Tel.  61 7  ■  264  •  4200 
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THE  CAMBRIDGE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 
Hooper-Lee-Nichols  House 

159  BRATTLE  STREET 
CAMBRIDGE,   MASSACHUSETTS  02138 


March   23,    1988 


Mayor  Raymond  L.Flynn 
Boston  City  Hall 
One  City  Hall  Plaza 
Boston,  MA  02201 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn, 

I  am  writing  to  add  my  support  to  the  development  proposal  which  will 
provide  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  with  a  permanent  home  in  the 
Custom  House. 

As  a  former  athlete, coach, educator  and  member  of  the  cultural  community 
in  Boston  and  the  Commonwealth  for  over  30  years,  I  have  watched  the 
growth  and  development  of  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  from  its  very 
beginnings.  Like  many  museums  it  had  a  slow  start  -  as  did  the  New  Eng- 
land Aquarium  when  it  first  opened  its  doors  in  the  late  60' s.  But  now 
the  Museum  has  really  taken  off  and  is  already  attracting  large  numbers 
of  visitors  to  its  current  building,  which  is  wholly  inadequate  for 
many  reasons. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  the  Museum's  proposal  is  far  more  detailed 
than  either  of  the  two  other  alternatives  which  strike  me  as  more  along 
the  line  of  industrial  trade  shows.  The  Sports  Museum  has  the  artifacts 
and  the  backing  of  a  great  many  local  and  nationally  known  citizens  plus 
exhibit  consultants  with  whom  I  have  a  great  deal  of  respect.  All  of 
these  attributes  strongly  suggest  a  successful  venture. 

I  liope  you  will  consider  the  proposal  seriously.  The  Museum  has  a  great 
deal  to  offer  the  City  of  Boston,  the  Commonwealth,  and  all  of  New  Eng- 
land . 


Warren  M. 
Executive  Director 


Wiliiani  P.  Marchione 
27n  TTanliiiiKlon  Slr«M;l 
Brighton.  Ma.  02133 


March  13.  1988 


Mr  Stephen  Cnyie,  Director 
H(i?i(in  i^edevelopnienl  Authority 
Boston  Cilv  Hall 
()ne  ('.\[y  Hall  Square 
Boston   Ma. 


Dear  .\h .  Coyle, 


I  am  writing  to  urge  acceptance  by  the  City  of  Boston  of  the  Nev 
England  Sports  Museum  proposal  for  the  Boston  Custom  House. 

I  he  New  Bngland  Sports  Museum,  in  contrast  to  its  compelitfHs,  is  a 
ten  \  ear  old  organizaiion---an  existing  museum  with  an  impressive  record  of 
actontli?limenl---an  organization  that  has  amassed  an  extensive  collection, 
and  that  is  directed  by  a  professional  and  highly  competent  staff. 

^pnrt?  history  has  been  a  relatively  neglected  aspect  of  our  New 
Fngjand  tradition.  Acceptance  of  the  Sports  Museum  proposal  would  give 
tiiai  fa'.ilitv,  which  is  now  confined  to  cramped  quarters  in  a  relati\  eh" 
inaccessible  corner  ol  the  city,  greatly  expanded  display  space  in  the  heart  ol 
the  bu?iness  district. 

A  Sports  Museum  at  the  Custom  House  location  would,  1  believe, 
generate  much  higher  attendance  than  either  of  the  alternate  uses  under 
consideration. 

A?  a  public  jchool  teacher  and  former  member  of  the  Boston  School 
( iiiiimitiee,  j  see  great  potential  lor  collaboration  between  a  centrally- 
located,  expanded  Sports  Museum  and  the  Boston  Public  Schools. 

A?  a  local  historian.  1  find  the  arguments  for  a  Museum  of  the  City  of 
Boston  and  a  Maritime  Museum  uncompelling.  The  appropriate  vehicle  [or 
enabli'^hing  a  Museum  of  the  City  of  Boston  is  the  Bostonian  Society  rather 
than  an  ad  hoc  organization.  In  any  event,  the  city  s  most  compelling 


t 
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» 


hislnnciil  need---a  centralized  city  archives---is  not  part  in  the  city  nuiseura 
proposal. 


Sincerely, 


William  P.  Marchione,  Curator 
Brighlon-Allslon  Historical  Society 


tc.  Mav'T  Ra\'ni<ind  Flvnn 

(.it>  (.oiincilor  Brian  McLaughlin 


» 
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U  March  1988 


The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 

City  Hall 

Boston,  Massachusetts   02201 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn: 

I  would  like  to  add  my  support  to  the  proposal  from  the  New  England  Sports 
Museum  for  a  space  in  the  Customs  House  in  downtown  Boston. 

In  its  eleven-year  history,  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  has  already  proven 
a  valuable  cultural  resource  for  Boston  and  the  surrounding  communities.   The 
requested  space  at  the  Custom  House  would  enable  this  organization  to  exhibit 
regularly  from  its  permanent  collection  and  to  bring  to  Boston  traveling  exhi- 
bitions on  the  theme  of  sports.   A  downtown  museum  site  would  also  give  greater 
visibility  to  this  institution,  including  its  library  and  archives  on  Soldiers 
Field  Road, 

Tlie  mission  of  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  is  to  not  only  preserve  its 
extensive  collections  but  to  enable  the  New  England  community  -  and  its  many 
visitors  -  to  learn  from  and  enjoy  these  resources  which  are  so  much  a  part  of 
our  American  lieritage. 

The  proposed  central  location  would  be  ideal  for  a  museum  the  subject  of  which 
has  such  wide  appeal.   It  is  also  appropriate  for  an  organization  that  has 
already  demonstrated  its  ability  to  successfully  collaborate  with  a  number  of 
otiier  Boston  institutions. 

I  hope  you  will  give  full  consideration  to  the  New  England  Sports  Museum 
proposal  and  support  it  as  a  valuable  addition  to  Boston  and  the  region. 

S  iiicere  ly  , 

James  A.  Welu 
Director 

JAW/b 

cc  :   Stephen  Coyle 
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10  March  1988 


Mayor  Raymond  Flynn 

City  Hall 

Boston,  MA    02201 


Dear  Mr .  Mayor , 

I  write  in  support  of  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  and 
their  quest  for  a  new  home  in  downtown  Boston.   A  museum  of 
this  sort  needs  an  accessable  location  in  a  concentration  of 
dedicated  fans,  such  as  work  and  live  in  the  middle  of  the 
city.   There  the  musuem  can  truly  prove  its  war's*  to  the 
c  oromunity . 

I  hope  you  will  assist  them  in  their  search. 


Sincerely , 


1l 


'vj, 


[X^. 


Rollin  van  N.  Hadley 
Director 


cc:   Mr.  Stephen  Coyle 
Mr.  Dick  Johnson 
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MUSEUM  OFFICF       Z  Palace  Road.  Boston.  Massachusetts  02115         (617)  566- 1 40 1 
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The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 
City  Hall 
Boston,  MA   02201 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn: 

This  will  add  one  more  voice  to  the  multitude  of 
reilests  that  you  have  already  received  to  gxve 
prSritJ  consideration  to  the  New  England  Sports 
Suseum  for  the  space  in  the  Custom  House  in 
downtown  Boston. 

one  of  the  most  salient  arguments  on  their  behalf, 
?n  oSr  view,  is  that  unlike  their  competition  for 
tSe  space!  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  is  an 
al?ead?  existing  institution  with  a  proven  track 
^icord"^  Although  it  has  been  difficult  or  them 
to  So  iustice  to  their  extensive  collection  in 
tSeir  present  location,  they  have  ^^^;,  ^^^Jf  _  ^^^^ 
creative  in  sharing  their  exhibits  with  the  Boston 
SchoolDepartment  and  other  '"^^^^^  ' ,  ,^^?°  ^^S?' 
the?  have  demonstrated  that  their  collection  works 
on  manv  levels  —it  not  only  provides         • 
docl^entatSn  of  one  of  the  country's  richest 
regions  from  a  sports  perspective,  but  it  has 
educational  and  artistic  value  as  well. 

Establishing  the  New  England  ^Ports  Museum  in  the 
custom  House  represents  a  thoughtful  use  of  the 
qoace  for  several  reasons.   Certainly,  it  will 
make  it  easier  for  the  museum  to  share  more  of  its 
collection  itth  the  public  on  a  P^rni^^^^^^f  ^^Z 
More  importantly,  the  downtown  location  will  make 
the  museum  more  accessible  to  everyone  " 
narticularly  to  students  who  might  not  otherwise 
be  aile?o  visit  it  in  its  present  location  on 
sSldiers  Field  Road.   Further,  the  building's 
h?s?orical  background  will  add  another  educational 
■  element  to  the  students'  visit. 

•  we  hope  you  will  support  this  request  which  so 
m!ny  in  the  cultural  industry  have  endorsed. 
?hank  ?ou  in  advance  for  your  consideration. 

sincerely. 


Libbie  Shufro 
Executive  Directdr 


cc; 


Mr 


Stephen  Coyle 
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Smithsonian  Institution  Traveling  Exhibition  Service  Washington  DC  20560 
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Telephone    202-357-3168 
Telex  264729 


April  14,  1988 


Dick  Johnson 

Assistant  Director  and  Curator 
New  England  Sports  Museum 
1175  Soldiers  Field  Road 
Boston,  MA  02134 

Decir  Dick, 

As  we  discussed  on  the  0ione,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  Traveling 
E>diibition  Service  is  aggressively  trying  to  place  sports  e>diibitions  in 
specicilized  "sports"  museums.  The  content  of  these  esdiibitions  is  geaired 
specifically  to  the  kind  of  audience  that  visits  your  museum  regularly. 

We  were  pleased  that  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  hosted  AIHLETES  AND 
HEROES:  PORTRAITS  FRCM  THE  TIME  COLLECnON  AT  THE  NATIONAL  PORTRAIT 
GALLERY  in  September  1986.  Likewise,  were  the  New  England  Sports  Museum 
to  utilize  eidiibition  space  at  the  Custom  House  in  downtcwn  Boston,  we 
would  give  every  consideration,  and  indeed  encourage  you,  to  host  other 
SITES  exhibitions.  To  the  extent  that  this  new  gallery  space  would  enable 
your  programs  to  reach  a  greater  audience,  I  applaud  your  efforts. 

We  look  forward  to  working  with  you  in  the  future. 


\ 


Sinceraly.     \\  \  \ 


Carol  G. 

Coordinator 

Scheduling  and  Exhibitor  Relations 
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Arch  \k,   1938 

2912   North  22   Street 
Arlington,    Virginia 
■       22201 

The  Honorable  Raymond    L.    Flyhn 

Mayor,    City   of    Boaton 

City   Hall  •■ 

Boeton,    I-teaaachuaetta   02201 

Mayor    Flynni 

I  em  plaaaod    to   convey   ny    aiipport   for    the    propoaal   to   provide  new 
exhibition   space    in   the   Cuatom  Houao   for    the   New   Ehgland    Sports    Muaaum. 
I   am  well   acquainted    with   the   programa    of   the    Mjaeum  through   ny 
position   aa   curator    In  the   Dlvlalon   of  Conmunlty    Life,    National    Muaoum 
of   American  Hlatory,    3mlth8onlan    Institution,    in  Washington,    D.C. 
Since   1977«    I  hava   followed    the   New   England    Sportt   Mjseum'a   excellent 
progreaa   and    the  work   of   Dick  Johnson,    the   Miaeum'a   assistant  director, 
an    imaginative,    Informed    and    able   leader    in  that  organization.      Although 
I  retired    five   montha   ago,    ny    Intereat  and   work   in  the   field    of   sporta 
hlatory   have   continued. 

'      i 
The   preaent   site   of  the  New   England    Sporta   Miaeum   la    inadequate   for   the 
developing  programs    of   that    Institution    In  term*   of    Its    commitment   to 
aarve  the  population  of   Boaton,   Nbw   England   and   tho  nation.      Kxhibitian 
programa   are  vital  to  tha  cultural   llf«  of  the  community,     '^lla  the 
present   Mjaeum  alto    la   adequate   for   collection   atoraga   and    proceaaing, 
research,    adminiatration  and    the   organization's   library    and    archives,    the 
vital    link  betwoan  the   Miaeum  and    the   publlc—exhibltiona— cannot   be  fully 
devolopad  under  preaent,    reatrlctlva  apace  llmitatlona. 

It    aeema   clear   that  a    concern  for    eporta   haa    emerged    as   a    great   positive 
force    In   our    aoclety    In  an  era   plagued   by    social   and    economic   forces    that 
are   negative  and    counterproductive    in   the   experience    of  millions    In   every 
sector    of  American   society.      Cjiportunltles   for   providing  uplifting 
experiences   seem  all   too  few.      However,    the  widespread   desire   of  Americans 
of   every   background    and    circumstance   to  participate    In   or    to  explore   and 
follow  tha  field    of  athletic   activity    auggesta   that  we   are  discovering   a 
remarkabla  area    of  oonmon    Lntereat  that    invites   our    support  and    exploita- 
tion  for   nutusl,    wholeoous   benefit.      >rhila   the   challenge    is   apparent, 
theae    opportunities   for   advancing   positive   efforts   are   frequently    blunted 
by   compating    interests,    often  of   a    commercial  nature.      The   opportunity    to 
use  tha  Oustom  House  for   tha  benefit  of  fellow  citizens    in  avory    sector 
of  our  aooiaty   la  most  fortunata* 

Sports   history,    and    aports  hlatory    exhibition  programs,    have  a   broad-based 
appeal   to  millions    of  Americana,   young  and    old    alike.      The  popularity    of 
sportsp  opens   sttractlve   avenuaa   for    strengthening   common   cultural    bonds 
within  tha  community,    tha  region  and,    indeed,    tha  nation.      Americans   feel 


I 


i 


end    sharo    In   a    eonaa    of   prldo   and    accomp 1 lehment  when   thoy    view    tho 
horltaga   croatod    by    those   who   plonoored    and    achieved    In   activities 
widely   understood,    widely   valued.      Sporta   history    Imparts   a    sense    of 
wonder  that   standa    In  contrast     to  other    typos   of  history   and   may 
Bprve   aS    a   window  through  which  other    aegments    of   our    cultural   heritage 
may    appear   more    Inviting,    more    Imnadlate   and    inspiring.      3ports   hlatory 
imparts   to   Individuals   a    sense   of  continuity   and    enriches   their    sense   of 
sharing    in  conmonly  hold    aaplrationa* 

Tho   worth   of  horritago  and    the   community 'a   sweronesa   of  harltage   are  not 
easily   measurod,    especially    in  monetary   terms.      I  understand   that   the   use 
of    apace    In   tho  Cuatom  Houae  haa    a    monetary   dlmonalon  th?t  must    be 
weighed    In  reaching   g   declaion.       I  know,    also,    that   tho  worth   of 
our    cultural   heritage,     Including   sporta   history,    assumes   an    Importance 
that   goes    beyond    conventional   monetary    or    coinnerclal   cons  Idoratlone.      As 
oxp-^rlence    showa,    choices   gro  not   alwaya    oaay. 

Given   the   central    location   of  tho  Custom  House   and    Ita   advantage    of   being 
served    by    excollont   public   transpor atlon,    an    inveatraont    In    Ita   use   as    an 
exhibition    apace   for    the   Now    England    Sporta    Wjseun  would    bo   an    investment 
that  would    reveal,    once   again,    Boston  aa    a    community    committed    to  a 
cultural   heritage   beyond    value   meaaurabl*    In  dollara.      Citizens    of    Boston 
and,    in  fact,    across   the   nation  would    be   grateful    benefactora,    I  am  euro. 

Sincerely  youra, 

Carl  H.    Schoole 

Curator   Sinorltua 

Dlvialan   of  Connunity   Life 

National   Museum  of  American  Hlatory 

Smithsonian   Inatitution 


cci      Stephen  Coylo 

Executive   Director 

Boston  Redavslopment  Authority 

City  Hall 

Boston,    Maaaachuaetta     02201 

Dick  Johnson 

Assistant   Director    and   Curator 
New   Bigland    Sports   Kiiseum 
1175   Soldiers   Tiold    Road 
Boston,    Massachusetts  021^4 
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RCaTORATiar-i.      f>nC3CRV4TION     AND     MUSCU' 


April  12,  1988 

The  Honrable  Raymond  Flynn 

Mayo  r 

City  of  Boston 

City  Hall 

Boston,  MA  02201 


Dear  Mayor  Flynn: 

I  am  writing  in  support  of  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  and  their 
proposal  for  the  Custom  House. 

My  interest  and  support  stem  from  my  association  with  the  museum 
as  a  volunteer  in  the  early  1980s.  Also,  as  a  professional  in 
the  museum  field,  I  firmly  believe  that  NESM  has  a  strong  pro- 
posal that  would  benefit  the  widest  audience.  Lastly,  I  grew  up 
in  Boston  ('A'ard  16,  Dorchester)  and  I  am  still  very  familiar  with  - 
the  Boston  sports  heritage  and  what  is  says  about  the  city. 

The  Sports  Museum  offers  a  grand  vision  for  integrating  the  study 
of  sport  into  daily  social  and  educational  activity.  Also,  the 
potential  of  the  museum  in  that  setting  is  unlimited.  The  programs 
the  new  facility  could  offer  both  visitor  and  native  would  be  a 
positive  educational  force  in  keeping  with  Boston's  great  tradition 
of  first  class  cultural  and  entertainment  settings. 

A  New  England  Sports  Museum  in  the  Custom  House  would  also  serve  as 
a  strong  attraction  to  visitors.  Good  museums  are  good  business  for 
any  city,  and  a  recent  trip  to  the  Sports  Museum  convinces  me  that 
the  professional  staff  and  supporters  could  make  excellent  use  of 
the  Custom  House  and  produce  a  premier  institution. 

I  urge  you  to  support  the  New  England  Sports  Museum.  They  clearly 
bring  a  broad-based  program  and  solid  record  of  accomplishment  to 
this  effort. 


Sincerely, 


Robert  F  /  Bluthardt 
Director  of  Education 


AdiniiiKlrMlivc  ollid";.   Lilirary.  SiiciLiI    l'".\ciils  -  057-1111.    lour    liitii  -   H57-lttJ, 
llilmali.Mi  -  h.">7-tlH,  Sutlers  Sl.w  -  (157-111(1,  Ci.llrttMnis  -  657-111(1.  Kxliilnls  -  057-1117 
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IVGBH  Eriocalional 
f  oundntiori 


Mr.    Stephen    Coyle 

Executive     Director 

Boston     Development     Aulhorily 

City  Hall.  Boston.    MA    02201 

March   9.    1988 


I'ubtic  Broadcasting 


Lnivpll  ln';litute 

IUo;t(1r  .-istMig 
Council 


I    personally    support    (he    initiative    of   the    New    England    Sports    Museum 
in    their    current    campaign    to    be    housed    in    the    Custom    House    Building. 
Their   present    location    is    not    only    remote    for   the    casual    visitor    but    also 
lacks    the    space    necessary    to    realize    the    Museum's    great    potential. 
Location    in    the    Custom    House    would    enhance    the    waterfront    area    and 
broaden    the    range    of    attractions    along    the    downtown    museum    trail. 

As   a   world-travelled   museum   fan,   1    think   the   NESM   will    become 
another    Boston    world-class    museum.      And    certainly,    Boston,    a    sports 
town,   needs    a   sports-centered    attraction   of  the   quality   of  the    NESM. 

I    first   became    aware   of  the   NESM    a   year   ago   when   my   office   agreed   to 
open   the   WGBH    archives   to   the    Museum.      We    have    twenty-five   years   of 
rare    footage    of   all    kinds    of   New    England    sports.      Both    professionally 
and    personally,    1    look    forward    to    continued    cooperation    between    our 
two    institutions.      In    the    meantime,    I    have    visited    the    Museum    and 
talked    at    length    with    the    staff.      They    have    a    feasible    vision    which, 
when    realized,   will   make    Boston   even    a   better  place   to   live    and   to   visit. 


L.    Anderson 
Manager    for    Production    Services 

y 

cc:   NESM;   Mayor  Raymond  L.   Flynn 
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MADD 


Mothers  Against  Drunk  Driving 


Worcester  County  Chapter  •  P.O.  Box  367  •  Holden,  MA  01520  •  (617)  829-4001 

March  25,    1988 

The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 

Mayor,  City  of  Boston 

City  Hall 

Boston,  Ma.  02201; 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn, 

We  would  like  to  raise  our  voices  in  full  support  of  the  movement 
to  acquire  the  lower  three  floors  of  the  Custom  House,  Boston,  for  the 
New  England  Sports  Museum.  It  is  centrally  located  and  easily  accessible 
for  young  people  of  the  city,  as  well  as  tourists  to  visit  and  see  the 
positive  points  of  their  sports  idols.  Young  people  need  role  models 
come  alive  to  them  such  as  are  those  who  would  be  shown.  Examples  of 
the  positive  attitudes  as  exemplified  by  Bobby  Orr  and  Dave  Cowens,  for 
example,  are  sadly  needed  at  a  time  when  alcohol/drugs  are  made  so 
attractive  and  easily  obtainable. 

Proof  of  sincerity  in  serving  the  youth  has  spoken  louder  than 
words  in  the  actions  of  Dave  Cowens.  We  have  worked  with  him  in 
sponsoring  our  Mothers  Against  Drunk  Driving  youth-oriented  program  -- 
"Aardy's  Army,"  and  he  personifies  concern  by  doing  -  not  just  talking. 
Expansion  of  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  will  include  a  clubhouse  for 
"Aardy's"  friends  and  a  MADD  display. 

May  we  urge  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  and  the  entire  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  to  take  a  positive  step  forward  in  using  the  Custom  House 
for  the  New  England  Sports  Museum.  How  much  better  to  do  this  for 
all  than  to  let  the  building'  deteriorate  or  be  relegated  to  private 
utilization  for  a  relatively  few  beneficiaries. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Dorothy  C.  Porter 

Board  of  Directors 

Worcester  County  Chapter-MADD 


Modifying  Attitudes  Toward  Drinking  and  Driving 


{ 


RANDOLPH  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 


JOHN  E.  ZOINO,  Ed.D. 

SUPERINTENDENT 

LYN  A.HUTTUNEN.Ed.D. 
ASST.  SUPERINTENDENT 

RICHARD  E.COBURN 
BUSINESS  MANAGER 


ENGLISH   DEPARTMENT 

ANN   M.    FORD,   COORDINATOR 
MEMORIAL   PARKWAY 
RANDOLPH,   MA   02368 
TEL.   963-7800   EX   36 


TOWN  OF  RANDOLPH 
INC  P91 


March  30,  1988 


The  Honorable  Raymond  Flynn 
Mayor,  City  of  Boston 
Boston  City  Hall 
1  City  Hall  Place 
Boston,  MA  02201 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn: 

I  write  to  petition  on  behalf  of  The  New  England  Sports  Museum 
and  its  desire  to  relocate  to  The  Customs  House.   As  a  non-profit 
educational  entity,  the  museum  qualifies  for  housing  in  The 
Customs  House.   Locating  the  museum  in  Boston  proper  would  be  of 
significant  advantage  to  both  the  museum  and  to  Boston.   The 
location  would  better  suit  the  tourist  industry,  and  it  would 
better  accommodate  those  suburban  schools  which  bring  students  to 
the  many  museums  of  Boston. 

Combining  the  traditions  of  The  Custom  House  with  the  tradition 
of  sports,  which,  in  Boston,  has  its  own  special  history,  seems 
most  fitting. 

Your  serious  consideration  of  the  proposal  of  The  New  England 
Sports  Museum  to  re-locate  to  The  Customs  House  is  deeply 
appreciated . 


Very  truly  yours. 


Ann  M.  Ford 


cc:   Mr.  David  W.  Cowens, 

New  England  Sports  Museum 


AMF/ch 
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Mill    MH'Hi'i';   •■iMiMMiir  IM  DO";rnN"' 


Boston  Public  Library 


Boston,  Massachusetts    02117 


April    14,    1988 


Mr.  Richard  A.  Johnson 
Associate  Director  and  Curator 
New  England  Sports  Museum 
1175  Soldiers  Field  Road 
Boston,  MA   02134 

Dear  Mr.  Johnson: 

Thank  you  for  sharing  your  plans  as  you  look  forward  to 
possible  relocation  of  the  New  England  Sports  Museum.   Your 
hope  of  reaching  a  broader  attendance  from  school  children  to 
adults  is,  of  course,  consistent  with  our  objectives  for  the 
Library. 

A  kick-off  exhibition  in  tribute  to  Francis  Moloney,  our 
distinguished  Assistant  Director  and  Bostonian,  who  assembled 
rare  sports  artifacts  for  the  Library,  is  a  great  idea;  we 
would,  of  course,  stand  ready  to  work  with  you  on  such  an 
exhibition.   As  for  your  other  thoughts  about  special  exhibits, 
you  will  want  to  contact  Sinclair  Hitchings,  Keeper  of  Prints 
at  the  appropriate  time. 

Good  luck  with  your  museum  plans. 


Sincerely, 


Jane  Manthorne 
Assistant  Director 


JM/ljk 

cc:   Sinclair  Hitchings 
Gunars  Rutkovskis 


U  -Vaikj  Idfl Dnvt'    "Bo^  it     j{o[dm,  7M^  o\sio 


March  25,1988 

The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 
Mayor,  City  of  Boston 
City  Hall 
Boston,  Ma.  02201 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, 

I  am  writing  you  as  a  private  citizen  and  member  of  the 
Governor's  Statewide  Anti-Crime  Council  to  lend  my  support  to 
the  efforts  of  Dave  Cowens  in  acquiring  space  in  the  lower  three 
floors  of  the  Custom  House,  Boston,  for  the  New  England  Sports 
Museum. 


As  a  tennis  enthusiast,  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Youth  Tennis  Foundation  of  New  England  and  member  of  the 
Recreation  Committee  for  the  Town  of  Holden,  I  share  Dave's 
concern  for  the  need  to  encourage  our  young  toward  activities 
in  sports  and  recreation  in  order  to  stimulate  both  mind  and 
body.  It  is  so  important  for  our  young  to  have  positive  role 
models  to  imitate,  exemplified  by  my  friend,  Dave  Cowens. 

It  is  evident  that  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  has  already 
outgrown  its  present  home  on  Soldiers  Field  Road  and  hope  you 
will  seriously  consider  expansion  to  be  at  the  Custom  House  site. 
The  Custom  House  location  would  be  so  easily  accessible  for 
sports  enthusiasts  young  and  old  who  visit  your  city,  to  enjoy 
highlighted  success  stories  of  sports  achievements  that  came 
about  by  hard  work  and  dedication. 

Respectfully, 

■   /tV-  ^ 
Kay.  T.  Dudley 


OFFICE    OF    THE    PRESIDENT 

SIMMONS    COLLEGE 


March  28,    1988 


Mr.    Stephen  Coyle 

Director 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

One  City  Hall  Square 

Boston,    Massachusetts  02201 

Dear  Mr.    Coyle: 

At  a  recent  informational  meeting  at  the  present   Sports 
Museum  David  Cowens,   the  Director,   explained  activities  at 
the  present  Sports  Museum  and  their  growing  need  for  additional 
space  and  also  a  location  which  would  be  easily  available  to  the 
people  of  the  City  of  Boston  as  well  as  possible  visitors. 

His  case  is  compelling.      Sports  is  a  major  activity  in 
Boston  and,    for  that  reason,   a  major  industry.      The  amount 
of  money  brought  into  the  city  as  a  result  of  not  only  pro- 
fessional sports  but  also  college  and  school  sports  must  run 
into  the  hundreds  of  millions  a  year  —  not  just  ticket  sales, 
but  souvenirs,   meals  for  the  families  who  bring  the  friends  or 
children  into  Boston  to  enjoy  a  Celtics  game  or  the  Red  Sox. 

Also,    despite  the  recent  problems  that  individuals  in  sports 
have  had,   it  is  for  the  overwhelming  majority  of  people  involved 
a  very  decent  activity,   the  source  of  a  great  deal  of  relatively 
inexpensive  pleasure,   and  of  a  great  deal  of  city  pride. 

In  addition,   in  David  himself  and  the  group  he  has  assembled, 
you  have  a  determination  to  make  this  idea  work,   not  just  as  a 
static  museum  where  one  goes  to  look  at  dusty  artifacts,   but 
as  a  vital  changing  influence  on  the  people  of  the  city,   a 
contemporary  museum  in  the  very  best  sense  of  the  word.     I 
hope  that  you  will  be  supportive  of  his  proposal. 

Yours, 


William  J.    Holmes 


cc:     Mayor  Raymond  Flynn 
David  Cowen  .- 
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Alcohol-drug  Abuse  Really  Destroys 


THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON 


JOHN  P    GRADY 
MEMBER 


March  15,  1988 


The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston 
One  City  Hall  Square 
Boston,  MA  02201 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn: 

I  am  writing  to  support  efforts  currently  underway  on  the  concept  of  Dave 
Cowens  and  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  in  conjunction  with  Hamlin,  Collier, 
and  Company  as  the  re-developer  of  the  Custom  House.   As  I  understand  the 
plan,  the  first  three  floors  of  the  building  would  be  used  to  house  the  New 
England  Sports  Museum. 

The  Custom  House  would  be  an  ideal  location  and  certainly  would  provide 
unique  accessibility  for  students,  teachers,  instructors,  and  coaches.   The 
services  that  a  center  of  this  nature  would  provide  our  young  people  from 
all  sections  of  Boston  would  most  definitely  be  an  asset  not  only  in  promoting 
the  individual's  personal  motivation  but  also  very  beneficial  in  bringing  our 
students  together. 

As  a  member  of  the  Boston  School  Committee  as  well  as  an  athletic  director 
and  coach,  I  endorse  the  bid  submitted  by  Hamlin,  Collier,  and  Company  and 
feel  a  facility  of  this  nature  would  make  a  valuable  contribution  to  our 
schools  and  students. 

Respectfully  yours, 

'John  P.  Grady    f 
cc:   Mr.  Dave  Cowens  "^ 


26  COUhT  STREET.  BOSTON    MASSACHUSETTS  02T08  •    .'26-6200    EXT    5770AReA6t/ 
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be:    D.    Cowens 


^    (  Regis  College 


jlf^  tahfflh    235  Wellesley  Street,  Weston,  Massachusetts  02193  (617)  893-1820 
Office  of  the  President  March   16,    1988 


Mr.  Stephen  Coyle,  Director 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
One  City  Hall  Square 
Boston,  MA   02201 

Dear  Mr.  Coyle: 

I  write  in  support  of  the  proposal  of  David  Cowens,  requesting 
that  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  be  allocated  space  in  the 
Customs  House . 

Mr.  Cowens  is  well-known  in  the  world  of  basketball,  and  a  person 
whom  I  know  and  respect  from  his  association  with  Regis  College,  where 
he  has  run  a  basketball  camp  for  the  last  12  years.   He  served,  also, 
as  Director  of  our  new  Athletic  Facility  from  1982-84. 

Mr.  Cowens  is  a  sensitive,  gifted  person  with  a  dedication  to  the 
holistic  values  of  sports.   As  a  man  of  utter  integrity,  creativity  and 
commitment,  he  will  bring  to  the  establishment  of  the  Sports  Museum 
credibility  and  the  assurance  that  all  aspects  of  the  Museum  will  be 
handled  professionally  and  with  great  concern  for  the  community  of 
Boston  and  New  England,  who  would  benefit  from  its  treasures.   I  was 
privileged  to  view  some  of  the  films  and  displays  that  Mr.  Cowens  has 
assembled.   It  is  my  conviction  that  such  a  Sports  Museum  in  the 
landmark  Customs  House  would  be  an  asset  to  the  city  of  Boston,  since 
it  goes  beyond  the  actual  playing  of  sports  to  the  deeper  potential 
values  offered  by  the  proper  approach  to  the  activity  and  competition. 

For  these  reasons,  among  others,  I  favor  the  locating  of  the  New 
England  Sports  Museum  in  the  Customs  House. 

Sincerely  yours, 


^.V:^   VW-w^  ^^^'"^^   "^  -'^   V 

Sister  Therese  Higgins,  C.S.J. 
President 


STH: jk 
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THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON 


JOHN  A    NUCCI 
President 


SeptoTiber  2,  1987 


Raymond  L.  Flynn 
Boston  City  Hall 
Boston,  Ma.   02201 


Dear  Mayor  Flynn, 

I  am  writing  to  express  my  whole-hearted  support  for  the  New  England 
Sports  Museum  (^E;SM)  and  its  effort  for  tenancy  of  the  Custcm  House. 

You  are  acutely  aware  of  the  positive  impact  that  athletics  can  have  • 
in  the  lives  of  youngsters.   Sports  have  always  been  tranendously  successful 
in  bringing  together  people  of  diverse  racial  and  ethnic  backgrounds  and 
teaching  than  the  value  of  teamwork  and  self-disipline. 

By  locating  the  NESM,  a  non-profit  educational  organization,  in  the 
Custom  House  all  the  best  aspects  of  sports  will  be  accessible  to  people  of 
all  ages,  most  importantly  our  school  children.   As  Mayor,  you  have  been  a 
strong  and  vocal  advocate  of  the  Boston  Public  Schools,  and  particularly,  those 
students  most  at-risk  of  dropping  out.   Having  the  facilities  and  personnel 
of  the  NESM  at  this  central  location  will  afford  the  school  department  the 
opportunity  to  cultivate  these  resources  to  provide  additional  programs  for 
Uie  benefit  of  these  students. 

I  know  that  we  are  in  agreement  that  Boston  is  the  greatest  sports  city 
in  the  world.   The  NESM  belongs  downtown  where  it  can  be  used  and  enjoyed 
by  everyone. 

Thank  you  for  taking  these  factors  into  consideration.   I  will  be  happy 
to  meet  with  you  at  your  convenience  to  provide  any  information  you  require. 


/Jotin  A.   Nucci,   President 
/  Bcston  School  Ccntnittee 

■<JAN/db 

26  COURT  STREET.  BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02108  •  726-6200.  EXT    5745  AREA  617 
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September    10,    1987 

f 

The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 
Mayor's  Office 
Boston  City  Hall 
Boston,  MA  02201 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn, 

I  am  writing  on  behalf  of  the  good  people  at  the  New 
England  Sports  Museum  who  are  hoping  to  be  considered 
for  space  in  the  Custom  House.  You  do  not  need  to  be 
lectured  on  the  wealth  of  sports  history  in  New 
England.  And  I  hope  that  your  visible  Interest  in 
sports  won't  result  in  any  reverse  discrimination  on 
the  Sports  Museum's  dreams  and  goals.  But  I  can't 
stress  enough  how  important  it  is  in  the  immediate 
future  for  the  Sports  Museum  to  find  a  suitable  home. 

The  Museum  will  reach  thousands  of  people  in  New 
England,  will  attract  thousands  to  the  City,  and  be 
a  major  .educational  force  as  its  mobile  message 
goes  out  to  schools.  It  isn't  only  for  the  diehard 
fan  but  even  the  casual  enthusiast. 

Think  of  the  many  ways  this  Museum  can  be  of 
support  to  the  people  of  Boston  and  New  England. 
There  might  even  be  a  picture  of  you "throwing  in 
hoops  for  the  Friars.  Or  one  of  your  assistant, 
Paul  Barrett,  scoring  a  goal  against  me  (I  was 
a  goaltender  for  Harvard  and  now  am  the  Bruins  goalie 
coach).  In  all  seriousness,  please  consider  the 
Museum's  bid  and  if  there  is  anything  that  its 
supporters  can  do  to  further  the  cause,  please  let 
me  know . 


Ui- 


Regards,  /O 

jQfi  Bertagna 

Executive  Director,  Harvard  Varsity  Club 
(Executive  Director,  ECAC  Ice  Hockey,  and 
Boston  Bruins  Goalie  Coach) 


cc:  Dick  Johnson,  N.E.  Sports  Museum 


.1.1 . 1 


I'-,,  h.--ni 


Southenslern 
Massachusetts  University 


Iliiilh  D.iiliiH.iilh 
Miissachus(;lls  0274/ 


Sep tembe  r  10,  1987 


The  Honorable  Raymond  Flynn 
Mayor's  Office 
Bos  ton  City  Hall 
Boston,  MA   02201 


My  Dear  Mr.  Mayor: 

I  am  writing  to  you  to  express  my  support  of  the  New  England 
ports  Museum's  d'esire  to  occupy  the  ^  ^ "  ^  ^'i?  %  A^o^s  I  can 
custom  House.  As  a  graduate  of  the  Boston  ^-''1//^J5^°°^,V  Sports 
think  of  no  better  use  for  this  space  than  to  provide  the  ^PO«^^s 
MuseuT  the  opportunity  to  carry  out  its  edu c a t i ona 1  goa 1  o 
Tresenti.g  sports  In  its  highest  form  to  the  children  and  adults 
of  Boston  and  New  England. 

Mr.  Mayor  your  own  sports  background  ^^ '  f'^l  '^'\\' \\\\,''  \ 
former  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Stonehill  College  I 
recall  your  brief  tenure  there  as  Freshman  Coach.  I  am  sure 
you'll  agree  that  many  of  the  lessons  ^^^  /^.^^^f, ,  ^,"3  ^ '^ 
neighborhood  playground  and  later  on  ^^^J.^^^^oV  ,he  give  and 
courts  of  Providence  College  prepared  you  well  ^7.7^^'^%^^, 
take  of  public  life  and  public  service,  culminating  with  your 
present  position  as  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Mayor  sports  kept  you  and  me  off  the  streets  and  <^^'l^'\l^^'l 
tr;uble  usually  abounded,  please  allow  the  N.E.  Sports  Museum  the 
opportunity  to  fulfill  Its  mission  of  inspiring  youth  to  compete 
in  sports,  and  to  also  stay  off  the  streets  and  corners. 

The  New  England  Sports  Museum  is  a  quality  operation  beaded  by  a 
auallty  person.  Dave  Cowens  the  former  Celtic,  who  has  devoted 
ri:self  to'^his'  project.  We  all  remember  his  determination  and 
competitive  spirit  as  we  remember  yours. 

I  hope  and  pray  you  will  give  the  New  England  ^ports  Musem  every 
consideration  for  this  space  in  the  Custom  House.  I  wish  you  well 
and  continued  success  as  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Respectfully. 


Victor  P  .  Caliri  ,  Ph.D. 
Associate  Professor  of 
Psychology 


< 
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SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 
LAVAL  S,  WILSON 


October  14,  1987 


The  Honorable  Rayrnond  L.  Flynn 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston 
One  City  Hall/lsquare 
Boston,  MA  ^Jf^A 

Dear  May ot'' Flynn: 

T  ;,m  writina  regarding  your  efforts  to  identify  a  suitable  plan 
fofre-deielopi^g  the^cLtom  House.   As  y°\ ^^^ow,  Dave  Cowens  and 
the  New  England  Sports  Museum  have  been  working  with  Hamlin, 
collier  &  company  on  a  concept  for  the  Custom  House  and  are 
competing  to  be  selected  for^he  project.   We  have  been  working 
closeli  with  Dave  and  his  staff  for  some  time  at  the  Boston 
pibllc  schools,  and  are  very  excited  about  the  plan  Dave  and  his 
colleagues  have  developed. 

AS  I  understand  it,  should  Hamlin,  Collier  &  Company  be 
iriPntified  as  the  Custom  House  developer,  the  first  three  tioors 
of  the'bStlding  would  be  used  to  house  the  ^--^"J^-^.^P^^^Jeen 
Museum.   This  would  allow  us  to  expand  our  collaboration  between 
the  school  Department  and  the  Sports  Museum  considerably, 
currently,  we  are  working  with  Dave  on  a  number  of  P^^^^^^s 
including  our  annual  Art  and  Sports  contest,  and  a  "^^  ^"°^^ 
this  vear  to  use  athletes  to  assist  our  faculty  m  teaching  a  new 
cur?icu?^?n  personal  motivation.   We  have  also  been  planning 
other  prS^ects  with  Dave  and  his  staff,  and  are  interested 
parficSlaJly  in  working  with  the  Sports  ^--^^^^  f  P-?,°^^  ^f 
mentor  program  in  the  high  schools  to  include  local  athletes  as 
well  as  business  and  college  professionals. 

If  the  sports  Museum  were  housed  down  the  street  at  the  Custom 
House   i?s  location  and  services  would  be  ideally  set  up  to  make 

of  oCr  teachers,  physical  education  instructors,  and  coaches. 

The  center  would  be  outfitted  with  appropriate  athletic  and 
diagnostic  equipment,  and  would  provide  a  place  for  teaching  new 
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coaching  techniques  and  state-c^ -the-art  approaches  in  physical 
therapy  which  would  be  drawn  from  our  local  medical  and  higher 
education  community.   The  Center  would  be  open  to  our  students, 
and  would,  I  assure  you,  have  a  very  high  usage,  particularly 
from  our  high  schools  and  middle  schools,  throughout  the  city. 

The  downtown  location  of  the  Custom  House  is  particularly 
important  for  our  students.   Young  people  need  to  be  able  to  use 
public  transportation,  and  the  Custom  House  is  very  accessible. 
Also,  we  want  to  encourage  our  students  to  be  comfortable  and 
informed  about  all  areas  of  our  city,  especially  where  there  are 
jobs,  visitors,  and  the  vitality  of  commerce.  Lastly,  I  believe 
there  is  value  for  the  city  in  creating  worthwhile  attractions 
downtown  that  draw  upon  the  heterogeneity  of  our  city. 

As  you  are  well  aware,  the  present  level  of  quality  in  our 
atliletics  and  physical  education  programs  is  not  high.   Most  of 
our  resources  are  committed  to  improving  the  education  programs 
for  our  students  in  major  academic  areas,  including  reading, 
math,  writing,  and  special  and  bi-lingual  education.   We  are, 
however,  determined  to  develop  innovative  and  cost  effective  ways 
to  improve  our  sports  programs  also.   To  this  end  we  have 
expanded  the  number  of  physical  education  instructors  this  year, 
we  have  upgraded  our  coaching  program,  and  we  have  new 
initiatives  this  year  in  staff  development  for  our  coaches  and 
instructors.   While  this  is  just  a  beginning,  we  are  committed  to 
steady  improvement  in  our  overall  athletics  and  physical 
education  over  the  next  five  years. 

Having  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  in  an  accessible  central 
location  for  all  our  students  and  faculty  will  make  a  valuable 
contribution  to  our  schools.   I  am  excited  about  Dave's  ideas, 
and  encourage  you  in  your  selection  process  for  the  Custom  House 
to  give  full  attention  to  the  Hamlin,  Collier  bid.   Thousands  of 
our  students,  from  every  neighborhood  in  the  city,  and  all  of  our 
professionals  involved  in  sports  and  fitness,  will  be  the  direct 
beneficiaries  of  a  well-situated  Sports  Museum. 

With  best  regards. 


Sincerely, 


ival  S.  Wilson 
Superintendent 


{ 


'^^^^       Center  (or  the  Study  of  Sport  In  Society 


Nottheaslern  Univeisity 
360  Huntington  Avenup 
Boston,  Massachusetts 02115 
(617)437-5815 

RicliaidE  Lapchick.  Diiecloi 

Tom    Satch'Snndeis.  Associate  Diiecloi 

Robert  Lipsyic,  Senioi  Fellow 

Anita  DeFiamz.  Western  Cooidiiiatoi 


September  11,  1987 

The  Honorable  Reymond  L.  Flynn 
Office  of  the  Mayor 

BoBton  City  Hall . •■ w^=-- 

One  City  Hall  Plaza 
Boston,     MA  02201 

Dear  Mayor  Flynni 

I  aa  writing  this  letter  in  support  of  the  Sports  Museum's 
petition  to  lease  the  first  three  floors  of  the  Custom  House 
in  downtovm  Boston. 

Amateur  and  professional  athletics  have  played  a  major  role 
in  the  history  of  the  city  of  Boston.     The  past  fortunes  of 
amateur  and  professional  individual  athletes  and  teams  bx^ 
inextricably  woven  into  the  fabric  of  the  city.     By 
celebrating  and  showcasing  the  athletic  achievements  of  New 
England  teajns  and  natives,  the  Sports  Museum  is  also 
celebrating  glorious  moments  in  the  history  of  Boston. 

Housing  the  Sports  Museum  in  the  conveniently  located  Custom 
House  would  not  only  allow  visitors  and  Boston  natives  alike 
easy  access  to  its  valuable  resources,  but  it  would  also 
attract  additional  patrons  the  other  attractions  of  downtown 
Boston.  I 

Boston's  professional  athletic  teams  and  amateur  athletic 
programs  touch  literally  millions  of  individuals,  from  the 
avid  fan  to  the  weekend  spectator.     The  convenient  location 
and  additional  exhibition  space  that  the  Custom  House  can 
provide  would  enhance  the  New  Ehgland  Sports  Museum's 
national  reputation,  and  contribute  to  the  overedl 
attraction  of  the  city  of  Boston. 


Sincer 


Richard  E.  Labchick 
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February    2,    1988 

INSTITUTE  FOR  BOSTON  STUDIES 
{til)  iilS*^» 


Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

City  Hall 

Boston,  Ma.  02201 


Dear  Sirs: 

About  three  months  ago  I  wrote  a  letter  of  support 
to  Mayor  Raymond  Flynn  advocating  the  proposed  expansion  of 
the  New  England  Sports  Museum  to  the  first  three  floors  of 
the  Custom  House.   I'm  writing  again  in  a  redoubling  of  effort 
to  reemphasize  my  commitment  to  the  Museum's  rightful  place 
in  Boston. 
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As  I  write  this  letter  I  am  astounded  by  the  amount 
of  exhibits  and  programs  that  are  contained  in  the  Museum's 
present  tiny  quarters.  Though  the  artifacts  ,  memorabilia, 
and  videotapes  on  present  display  are  wonderful,  the  Museum 
has  a  warehouse  full  of  materials  just  waiting  to  be  put  on 
display . 

What  better  place  to  celebrate  the  significant  legacy 
of  New  England  sports  than  the  Custom  House  ?   Thank  you  for 
your  consideration  of  the  Museum's  request  to  establish  a 
permanent  exhibition  center  at  the  Custom  House. 

Respectfully  Yours, 


Andrew  Buni 
Professor  of  History 


Jack's  Investment  Company 

Queen  Executive  Center 

167  Washington  Street 

Nonwell,  Massachusetts  02061 

(617)878-0782 


September  8,  1987 


The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 
Mayor's  Office 
Boston  City  Hall 
Boston,  MA  02201 


Dear  Mayor  Flynn: 

I  am  writing  on  behalf  of  the  New  England  Sports  Museum.  I 
have  seen  Dave  Cowen,  with  the  same  competitive  drive  and 
intensity  that  he  displayed  with  the  Celtics/  bring  the  Museum 
to  reality  with  the  opening  of  the  Museum  at  Christian  Herter 
Park.  The  Museum  is  a  vital  resource  and  a  great  attraction  to 
the  thousands  of  sports  fans  all  over  New  England. 

Having  visited  the  Museum/  I  know  that  the  difficulty  of 
accessibility  is  the  only  drawback  that  it  has.  With  the 
renovation  of  the  Custom  House  it  would  appear/  to  this 
long-time  sports  tan,  that  it  would  make  an  ideal  location  for 
the  New  England  Sports  Museum.  It  would  be  mutually  beneficial 
for  the  Museum  and  the  City  of  Boston  to  make  the  exhibits  of 
some  of  the  great  amateur  sports  teams  and  players  accessible 
to  the  many  visitors  to  Quincy  Market  and  would  provide  a 
wholesome  family  entertainment  attraction  in  the  City. 

I  hope  you  will  seriously  consider  all  of  the  advantages  of 
housing  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  at  the  Custom  House. 


Sincerely / 


ack  Henegh'an 
■jH/cb 


i 


NORTON  COMPANY 


THOMAS  J  HOURIHAN 

VICE  PRESIDENT.  HUMAN  RESOURCES 


%nu!^ 


April   20,    1988 


The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 

Mayor 

City  Hall 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02201 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn: 

We  have  met  on  at  least  tvro  occasions:  1)  I  ran  in  the  Irish 
American  Road  Race  (but  my  time  was  a  little  bit  behind  yours)  ,  and 
2)  EXiring  the  1984  Presidential  Campaign  I  was  on  a  panel  with  you, 
the  Governor,  and  Geraldine  Ferraro. 

The  purpose  of  my  letter  is  to  lend  support  to  the  New  England 
Sports  Museum's  quest  to  relocate  to  the  Custom  House.  My  Company 
has  contributed  to  the  Sports  Museum  because  we  believe  sports 
should  have  a  niche  alongside  history,  arts,  theater,  etc.  On  my 
first  visit  to  the  Sports  Museum  I  drove  by  it  twice  before  I  found 
it  and  that  convinced  me  it  needs  a  more  accessible  place  such  as 
Boston  and  the  Custom  House. 

Sports  put  me  through  college  as  it  did  you.  My  business  career  has 
taken  me  all  over  the  world,  but  the  International  Herald  Tribvine  or 
USA  Today  provides  me  with  the  vital  information  I  need  to  know 
about  the  Sox,  Celtics,  etc.  Sports  enriches  the  lives  of  people 
from  all  walks  of  life  including  the  handicapped  and  the  elderly. 

Without  any  disrespect  to  the  other  groups  vying  for  the  Custom 
House,  I  think  the  Sports  Museum  belongs  there.  It  would  make  a 
strong  statement  that  sports  hold  a  unique  place  in  both  Boston  and 
New  England  history.  We  are  proud  of  that  heritage  and  we  ought  to 
share  our  sports  history  in  a  hallowed  place  near  other  historical 
and  cultural  sites. 

Sincerely, 


-UC)"'^ 


Thomas  J.  Hourihan 


bcc:     John  Bonsall,  Dave  Cov>rans 

120  Front  street     Worcester,  MA  01608-1446         (617)795-2670 


Kenneth  S.  Hudson 

Director 

Community  Affairs/Sports  Promotion 


kaColaUSA 


Division  of 

,^  (SiS  Ceia  Ccmpa/uf 

April   4,    1988 


The   Honorable   Raymond   L.    Flynn 
City  of  Boston 
Boston   City   Hall 
One  City   Hall  Square 
Boston,    MA   02201 

Dear   Ray: 

Being   a    long   time   supporter   of  sports   both   while   I    was   in   Boston 
and    as    I    travel    around    the    country,    I    have    become   even    more 
convinced  of  the  need   for  the   Boston  Sports  Museum. 

I  would  also  strongly  recommend  that  every  consideration  be  given 
to  having  it  housed  somewhere  in  the  downtown  area.  That  alone 
would  almost  guarantee  the  complete  success  of  this  project. 

I   am  quite  sure  that  you   and   Steve  will   make  the  right  decision   for 
the  City  of  Boston. 

Hope   you   and   your  family  are  well. 

Your   friend. 


KSH/mc/3.31.6 

P.S.  My  belated   sympathies  on  the  passing   of  your  mother, 

bcc:   Mr.    David   W.    Cowens 
433   Grove  Street 
Needham,    MA   02192 


PO  Drawer  1734 
Atlanta,  GA  3030! 
404  676-2942 
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DYNAGRAF  INC. 

FINE  OFFSET  LIUKXlMAPt  lY 

147West  Fourth  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02127 
(617)268-1900 


The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 
Mayor ' s  Office 
Boston  City  Hall 
Boston,  MA   02201 


Dear  Mayor  Flynn, 


September  9,  1987 


As  a  long  time  supporter  of  the  New  England  Sports  Museum, 
I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  relocating  the  Sports  Museum  to  the 
Custom  House  in  Downtown  Boston. 


Because  Boston  is  such  a  sports  enthusiastic  city,  I  feel 
the  relocation  of  the  Sports  Museum  to  the  Custom  House  will  become 
a  great  attraction  to  Bostonians  as  well  as  tourists  visiting  our 
great  sports  city. 


i 


WJR/ jz 


Wc^vE^n  mcDi^  G^oup 


MARKETING  -  ADVERTISING  -  PUBLIC  RELATIONS 


The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 
Mayor's  Office 

Boston  City  Hall         ..   .., 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02201 


September  8,  1987 


Dear  Mayor  Flynn: 

I'm  writing  to  you  regarding  the  New  England  Sports  Museum,  and  the 
possibility  of  the  Museum  receiving  spaces  in  the  Customs  House  in 
Dovmtown  Boston. 

I  have  been  working  as  a  volunteer  for  the  Museum  in  the  western  part 
of  the  state  for  the  past  14  months,  and  believe  a  downtown  Boston  site 
would  constitute  a  win-win  situation  for  the  City  of  Boston  and  the 
New  England  Sports  Museum. 

The  goals  and  ideals  behind  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  cry  for  a 
location  in  the  center  of  New  England's  most  vibrant  city.  As  a 
father,  and  a  former  sports  reporter  in  Western  New  England,  I  would 
love  to  make  a  visit  to  the  Museum  part  of  my  family's  trip  to  Boston. 

I 
I  don't  have  to  tell  you  about  the  success  of  the  Basketball  Hall  of 

Fame  when  it  moved  from  Springfield  College  to  downtown  Springfield. 

I 

I  believe  this  special  Museum,  unlike  any  in  America,  will  become  a 

strong  attraction  to  the  center  of  Boston.  The  tradition  of  sport 

in  New  England,  both  professional  and  amatuer,  is  diversified  and 

strong.   A  Sports  Museum,  celebrating  that  tradition,  from  Maine  to 

Connecticut,  will  give  visitors  a  special  bond  with  Boston.  —'::'r.:. 

I  would  urge  you  to  allow  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  to  occupy 
the 'Customs  House  location.   I  firmly  believe,  knowing  the  quality 
of  the  Museum  staff,  a  favorable  decis,ion  from  you  office,  would 
bring  great  benefits  to  all  visitors.  " 


Sincerely, 


Jack  O'Neill 
President 


26  SOUJHWICK  ST..  FEEDING  HILLS,  MASS.  010.10 
!  (413)  733-1601' 


TEK  MANAGEMENT,  INC. 
294  Washington  Street 
Boston,  MA   02108 
(617)  426-8303 


October  26,  1987 


The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 
Mayor's  Office 
Boston  City  Hall 
Boston.  MA   02201 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn: 

I  am  writing  to  you  for  your  support  regarding  the  lease 
three  floors  of  the  Custom  House  for  the  Sports  Museum. 


of  the  first 


I  believe  it  it  Is  Important  to  have  the 
fans  throughout  Boston  and  New  England. 
House  would  be  able  to  serve  these  needs, 
all  of  us.  It  offers  us  all  a  reason  to 
participate  in  its  revival,  and 
plan  the  development  of  our  city 
to  participate  in,  and  benefit  fr 


I  appreciate  your  consl^e 
positive  action 


Sports  Museum  accessible  to 

In  this  respect,  the  Custom 

The  Sports  Museum  belongs  to 

come  to  downtown  Boston  and 

it  says  to  us  that  those  people  who 

are  -  once  and  for  all  -  inviting  us 

m  its  growth. 


matter  and  look  forward  to  your 


Alex  Tekian 
President 


AT/pap 


i 


li] 


»/» 


i;s 


We  plan  successful  meetings. 


O 


September  30,  1987 

Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston 
City  Hall 
Boston,  MA  02201 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn, 

At  tliis  time  I  am  writing  to  you  in  support  of  the  New  England  Sports  Museum's 
rp'iuest  to  occupy  the  first  three  floors  of  the  Custom  House.  I  hope  you  will 
give  this  project  your  full  support.  They  need  your  help. 

As  president  of  ExecuTours,  I  know  the  thousands  of  visitors  we  bring  in  and 
out  of  the  city  each  year   would  benefit  and  utilize  a  Sports  Museum  in  this 
site.   I  am  excited  about  the  prospect  of  the  "Museum  on  Wheels"  also  bringing 
sports  and  sports  figures  to  Boston  schools, 

I   Do  give  your  enthusiastic  endorsement  to  the  Custom  House  site.  Its  central 
location  would  be  the  ideal  site  for  visitors. 

I  appreciate  your  time  and  consideration. 


EF/kam 

cc:   David  W.  Cowens,  Chairman 

Richard  Johnson,  Director  -  Curato 
New  England  Sports  Museum 


r/ 
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WILLIAM  J    ONEILL.JR. 
GROUP  vice   POCSiOCNT 

CONSUMCn   PHOTOC«»*PHT 


POLAROID    CORPORATION 

54Q  TECHNOLOGY    SQUARE 

CAMBRIDGE,  MASSACHUSETTS   OS139 

1617)  577-.*aai 


March    24,    1988 


The  Honorable  Raymond  Flynn 
Mayor  of  Boston 
Boston  City  Flail 
1  City  Hall  Square 
Boston,  MA   02110 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn: 

The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  communicate  to  you  our  support 
for  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  as  a  candidate  for  the  Custom 
House . 

Sports  is  an  integral  part  of  the  Boston  and  New  England 
heritage,  and  it  seems  fitting  that  a  museum  preserving  that 
heritage  be  located  within  walking  distance  of  other  treasures 
like  Faneuil  Hall  and  the  Aquarium. 

We  have  been  proud  to  support  Dave  Cowens  and  the  New  England 
Sports  Museum.   We  feel  that  locating  the  museum  in  the  Custom 
House  would  assure  it  the  healthy  future  it  deserves. 

Respectfully, 


WJO/jes 


Derek  Sanderson 

Director 


March  24,    1988 


The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston 

Boston  City  Hall 

City  Hal  1  Plaza 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02201 


Dear  Ray: 

I  hooe  this  letter  finds  you  well.  It  has  been  brought  to  my  attention 
through  Dave  Cowens  that  it  is  his  desire  to  take  over  the  bottom  3  floors  of 
the  Custom  House  for  the  New  England  Sports  Museum.  I  realize  you  are  very 
well  aware  of  his  plans  for  that  location. 

Having  worked  for  you  in  the  past  in  the  realm  of  Alcohol  and  Drug 
Awareness  in  the  schools,  I  would  like  to  work  with  you  again  in  conjunction 
with  the  New  England  Sports  Museum.  This  proposed  site  is  an  ideal  location 
for  the  youth  of  Boston  and  New  England  to  meet,  to  socialize  and  to  see  sports 
work  in  a  positive  manner. 


Good  luck  in  all  your  endeavors. 


DMS/mkm 

cc:   Brian  Wal lace 
Dave  Cowens 


Northeast  Regional  Office  •  100  Hailet  Street.  Boston.  MA  02124  -  (617)  265-0500 


Houghton  Mifflin  Company 


<, 


» 


One  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Massachusetts02108 
(617)725-5000    Cable  HOUGHTON 


Gary  L  Smith 
Corporate  Cotjnsel 


March   23,    1988 


The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 

Mayor  of  Boston 

One  City  Hall  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts   02201 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn: 

I  am  writing  to  express  my  full  support  for  the  proposal  of  the  New 
England  Sports  Museum  in  connection  with  the  occupation  of  the  Customs 
House.   I  feel  it  is  important  that  the  Customs  House  be  occupied  by 
a  Boston-based  organization.   Houghton  Mifflin  Company  is  a  supporter 
of  the  Museum  and  its  multi-faceted  activities,  in  which  it  provides 
a  forum  for  many  different  educational  programs  that  utilize  sports 
to  generate  the  interest  of  the  youth  of  Boston  and  New  England  in 
activities  including  opposition  to  drug  use,  and  the  teaching  of 
writing  and  art,  to  name  just  a  few. 


In  short,  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  is  truly  an  educational  insti- 
tution.  In  order  for  its  activities  to  flourish,  it  requires  a  down- 
town Boston  location  and  the  Customs  House  is  ideal.   I  would  be  pleased 
to  communicate  with  you  further  on  the  subject  if  you  so  desire. 


Since 


cc: 


Stephen  Coyle 

Director,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 


The  Ritz-Carlton 

Boston 


September  22,  1987 


The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 
Mayor ' s  Office 
Boston  City  Hall 
Boston,  MA   02201 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn, 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  write  to  you  on  behalf  of  The  New  England 
Sports  Museum,  supporting  the  museum's  request  to  occupy  the 
first  three  floors  of  the  Custom  House, 

The  New  England  Sports  Museum  is  an  institution  which  should  be 
enjoyed  by  the  masses,  which  can  only  be  achieved  through  its 
relocation  to  a  more  central  area  in  Boston.   The  Ritz-Carlton, 
Boston  has  been  fortunate  in  becoming  familiar  with  the  Sport 
Museum,  more  specifically,  working  with  Dick  Johnson  on  a  Red  Sox 
promotion.   We  were  delighted  to  learn  of  how  many  Bostonians  and 
visitors  came  to  The  Ritz-Carlton  just  to  view  the  "Red  Sox 
Suite".   This  gave  us  a  clear  indication  of  the  public  interest 
in  the  programs  and  exhibits  sponsored  by  The  New  England  Sports 
Museum.   The  caliber  of  the  museum  personnel  is  first  class,  and 
they  are  quickly  building  a  strong  reputation  for  the  new 
institution.   The  museum  is  providing  a  much  needed  tradition  in 
the  city  of  Boston;  capturing  the  pride  and  comraderie  of  sports 
enthusiasm  throughout  New  England.   We  do  hope  that  you  will 
approve  their  request  to  occupy  the  available  space  in  the  Custom 
House. 

Best  regards. 


_  "^6  'A<  C^'  f'^.^?- 


C^^Cu 


Patricia  R.  Cutler 

Director  of  Public  Relations 

PRC:mfm 

cc:   Dick  Johnson  y^ 

New  England  Sports  Museum 


15  ARLINGTON  STREET,  BOSTON.  MASSACHUSETTS  021 17   (617)  536-5700 


Action  Posters,  Inc. 
2A  Draper  Street 
Canton,  MA     02021 
October  8,  1987 


The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 
Mayor's  Office 
Boston  City  Hall 
Boston,  MA 


Dear  Mayor  Flynn; 

Action  Posters,  Inc.  has  been  Involved  with  the  New  England  Sports 
Museum  most  recently  In  an  effort  to  produce  an  all-time  Boston  Celtic 
greats  poster,  to  benefit  the  museum.  We  have  also  been  producing  the 
Boston  Celtics  team  posters  and  the  Red  Sox  team  posters  for  several 
years,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  In  the  future.  My  business  grew  out  of  my 
great  love  for  and  Interest  In  New  England  Sports  - 1  was  born  and  raised 
here  and  have  been  a  fan  of  Its  sports,  both  professional  and  amateur,  for 
many  years. 

The  New  England  Sports  museum  has  come  quite  far  since  Its 
conception  and  now  boasts  of  one  of  the  finest  collections  of  Its  type  In 
the  world.  It  does,  however,  lack  the  central  location  It  needs.  The 
current  location,  In  Christian  Herter  Park,  although  well  suited  for  the 
permanent  library,  Is  Inaccessible  to  public  transportation  and  out  of  the 
mainstream  of  pedestrian  and  tourist  traffic.  This  problem  could  be 
solved  by  relocation  of  the  Sports  Museum  to  the  first  three  floors  of  the 
Custom  House  Building  In  downtown  Boston.  The  benefits  Include,  as  well 
as  central  location  and  the  accessibility  of  the  museum  to  all  New 
Englanders,  a  larger  space  for  exhibitions  and  greater  community 
Involvement  In  the  Sports  Museum. 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  consideration. 


Slncer^y,    . 

PeneyRBhfpii,  Pres^^^fd  §ports  Fan 
Action  Posters,  Inc.  ^ 


Beacon 

Hotel 

Corporation 


30 Rowes Wharf    Boston.  Massachusetts 021 10    617330-1440 

March  14,  1988 


Mr.  Dave  Cowens 
Executive  Director 
New  England  Sports  Museum 
1175  Soldiers  Field  Road 
Boston,  MA  02134 


Dear  Dave: 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  be  involved  with  your  efforts  to  locate  the  New 
England  Sports  Museum  in  the  Custom  House  Tower  building.  As  a  borne  and 
bred  Bostonian,  I  personcLLly  support  that  effort  for  the  following 
reasons: 

1)  Sports  is  and  has  been  an  integral  pcirt  of  the  Boston  and  New  England 
heritage,  offering  a  source  of  pride  eind  bonding  for  the  area.  The  New 
England  Sports  Museum  offers  that  historiccil  presence,  but  not  in  its 
current  location.  Accessibility  to  the  people  of  Boston,  New  England  and 
tourists  would  be  enhanced  greatly  with  the  Custcm  Hcuse  location. 

2)  The  Custom  House  location  fits  the  needs  of  the  potential  visitors 
frcm  a  transportation  perspective. 

3)  The  proposed  location  would  add  another  tourist  attraction  to  the  key 
tourist  area  of  the  city  -  now  and  in  the  future.  This  will  of  course 
have  the  greatest  potenticil  and  marketability  for  increasing  tourism  to 
Boston. 

4)  The  sports  oriented  youth  visiting  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  will 
also  be  exposed  to  the  Freedcm  Trail  and  other  Boston  history  due  to  this 
location,  therefore  having  the  potenticil  to  broaden  horizons  as  well. 

5)  The  downtown  location  would  make  it  very  accessible  to  the  inner  city 
youth  of  Boston  -  an  inportant  inspiration  and  exaiiple  for  them  to  follow. 

In  summary,  I  personally  see  a  positive  "fit"  for  the  New  England  Sports 
Museum  in  the  Custom  House  building.  I  endorse  your  efforts  and  look 
forward  to  not  only  watching  the  New  England  Sports  Museum's  success,  but 
working  with  you  and  the  museum  in  the  future. 


Jeff  Mclntyre 

Vice  President 

Regional  Director  of  Operations 

Owner  of  Guest  Quarters®  Hotel  Company 


(^0[-j0Cq|  General  Cinema  Theatres 

r^'ii-\Ckrr^/-^  1280  BoylstonSlreet/ Box  9100 

\^\\  W\  I  \\J  Chestnut  Hill  MA 02167 

(617)  277-4320 


September  9,  1987 


The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 
Mayor's  Office 
Boston  City  Hall 
Boston,  MA  02201 


Dear  Mayor  Flynn: 


I  understand  that  you  will  be  making  a  decision  in 
the  near  future  requesting  proposals  from  non  profit 
organizations  to  lease  space  at  the  Custom  House. 

Please  consider  with  great  care  the  prospect  of  the 
New  England  Sports  Museum  for  the  Custom  House  space.   I 
believe  that  the  cultural  fabric  of  New  England  is  closely 
bound  by  its  sporting  accomplishments  at  all  levels  (pro- 
fessional, amateur,  rural,  city,  race,  sex  and  age).   The 
City  of  Boston  and  the  Custom  House  are  a  natural  fit  for 
the  high  visibility  of  our  rich  sporting  heritage. 

I  urge  you  strongly  to  consider  favorably  the  New 
England  Sports  Museum.  I 


Thank  you. 


Sincerely, 


Paul  R.  Del  Rossi 
President 


PDR: ic 


J"  _    ^^  SPALDING  SPORTS  WORLDWIDE 
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JACK  E    LACEY 
Vice  President 
Leisure  Product  Group 

March  14,  1988 


Steven  Coyle 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

One  City  Hall  Sq. 

Boston,  MA  02201 

Dear  Mr.  Coyle, 

Spalding  Sports  Worldwide  has  enjoyed  a  relationship  with  the  New 
England  Sports  Museum  over  the  past  several  months.   Specifically, 
the  Museum  will  organize  and  house  special  Spalding  archives  which 
highlight  our  100  plus  years  in  the  sporting  goods  business.  . 

The  Museum's  current  location  severely  inhibits  its  aggressive  and 
important  growth  plans.   The  Customs  House  offers  the  space  and 
traffic  opportunity  necessary  to  ensure  the  Museum's  future 
success. 

New  England's  sports  heritage  is  rich  and  unique,  and  its  loyal 
fans  deserve  to  share  its  tradition.  Please  seriously  consider 
the  Customs  House  for  the  Museum's  new  and  permanent  home. 

Regards,  y    .^  --'  ' 

7 


\jxL-/  J--^   . 


/ 


Jack  E. r^acey 
Vice  President 
Leisure  IProducts  Group 

JEL/sds 

cc :  Dave  Cowens,  President 

New  England  Sports  Museum 
1175  Soldiers  Field  Rd. 
Boston,  MA 

Mayor  Raymond  Flynn 
One  City  Hall  Sq. 
Boston,  MA  02201 


Chicopee,  MA,  U.S.A./Melbourne,  Australia/Toronto,  Canada/Tokyo,  Japan 


Marathon  TourSj  Inc. 


108  Main  street   •  Charleslown  District   •  Boston.  MA  02129 


Telephone  61  7-242-7845 
Telex  294116  BOSTLX  UR 


September     9,     1987 


The    Honorable    Raymond    L.     Flynn 
Mayo  r  '  s    Office 
Ros  ton    City    Ha  II 
Bos  ton  ,    N4^       022U1 

Dear    Mr  .    Mayo  r : 

1  am  aware  of  the  strong  i  ri  t  e  r  e  s  t  of  the  curators  of  the  Sports 
Museum  to  move  into  avai  lable  space  in  the  Custom  House.  1  can 
not  think  of  any  other  entity  that  is  more  appropriate  for  this 
p  r  i  me  I  oca  t  ion. 

Boston  sports  serve  as  a  cultural  and  historic  bond  for  its 
people.  Certainly,  the  Sports  Museum  deserves  a  more  prominent 
I o  c  a  t  ion. 


Yours  in  Sports, 


Thom  Gi 11  i  gan 
Pre  s  i  den  t 


^V/^ 


,  cc 


y_ 


/. 
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"World  Class  Vacations  to  World  Class  Events" 


The  Gillette  Company 

Prudential  Tower  Builrdmg 

William  J.  McMorrow  Bosiori,  Massachusetts 02 1 99 

Senior  Vice  Presideni- Administration  (6 1  7|  42 1  •  7720 


March  25,  1988 


Mr.  Stephen  Coyle,  Director 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
One  City  Hall  Square 
Boston,  MA  02201 

Dear  Mr.  Coyle: 

As  a  contributor  to  the  New  England  Sports  Museum,  The  Gillette  Company 
would  like  to  register  its  support  for  the  Museum's  bid  for  space  at  the 
Custom  House  Tower.  In  our  opinion  Boston's  unique  sports  heritage 
deserves  to  be  displayed  in  a  central  downtown  area  which  is  accessible 
not  only  to  the  residents  of  Greater  Boston,  but  also  to  the  millions  of 
tourists  who  visit  the  area  every  year.  The  Custom  House  Tower  would  be 
an  ideal  location  for  this  purpose. 

We  understand  that  a  decision  in  this  matter  will  be  forthcoming 
shortly,  h    J  we  hope  that  it  will  be  favorable  for  the  New  England 
Sports  Museum. 

Respectfully, 


WJM/kn 

cc/Mayor  Raymond  L.  Flynn 

bcc/D.  W.  Cowens 
J.  E.  Mullaney 
F.  H.  Stephens 


K   JIFTREY  TWISS 
Uiifctur  ol  Public  lielations 


September  14,  1987 


The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 
Mayor's  Office 
Boston  City  Hall 
Boston,  MA   02201 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn: 

I  am  writing  you  this  letter  in  support  of  the  New  England 
Sports  Museum.   Recently,  I  was  made  aware  that  this  fine  non- 
profit organization  wishes  to  relocate  their  excellent  museum  to 
the  first  three  floors  of  the  Custom  House  building. 

The  New  England  Sports  Museum  has  a  great  staff,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Dick  Johnson  and  Mr.  David  Cowens.   Both  gentlemen 
are  outstanding  individuals  and  superior  representatives  of  our 
New  England  Sports  Museum.   Their  endless  enthusiasm,  dedication 
and  loyalty  has  made  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  one  of  the 
finest  sports  museums  in  the  country.   And,  with  their  continued 
leadership  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  will  grow  and  expand. 

By  locating  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  in  the  Custom  House, 
the  Sports  Museum  staff  will  function  better  with  the  additional 
space,  they  will  be  better  able  to  display  more  sports  treasures, 
and  it  will  be  more  accesible  to  fans  and  tourists  who  visit  our 
great  city  every  year.   The  New  England  Sports  Museum  would  truly 
compliment  the  Boston  waterfront,  the  popular  Faneuil  Hall  Market- 
place  and  the  vibrant,  professional  business  district  on  State 
Street . 

Being  a  great  active  athlete  that  you  are,  you  must  admit 
that  sports  has  a  long  and  rich  tradition  in  the  United  States  and 
it's  even  stronger  here  in  New  England.   What  better  way  to  salute 
sports  than  in  a  beautiful,  bright  and  modern  location  -  the  first 
three  floors  of  the  historic  Custom  House. 


Flynn , 


Thank  you  very  much  for  your  time  and  consideration.  Mayor 


Very  truly  yours, 


HJT:h 
BOSTON  CI  LIICS  LIMIfED  PAfaNERSHIP  •  150  Cousewny  Street.  Itoston,  Moss  02114  •  Telephone  617/523-6050 


Basketball  Hall  of  Fame 


JOE  O'BRIEN 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 


January  13,  1988 


Mr.  Richard  Johnson 
New  England  Sports  Museum 
1175  Soldier's  Field  Road 
Boston,  MA   02134 

Dear  Dick: 

The  Naismith  Memorial  Basketball  Hall  of  Fame  would  certainly  consider 
participating  in  a  loan  program  with  the  New  England  Sports  Museum.   We  can 
foresee  many  occasions  where  the  loan  of  an  artifact  could  add  immeasurably  to 
an  exhibit  or  demonstration.   This  could  prove  to  be  mutually  beneficial  to 
our  respective  institutions  if  we  maintain  strict  professional  approach  to  the 
"lending,  shipping  and  displaying"  of  valuable  memorabilia.   The  Board  of 
Trustees  join  me  in  an  enthusiastic  approach  to  this  partnership. 


Sincerely, 


V- 

JOSEPH  M.'yO'BRIEN 
mwg 


Naismith  Memorial  •  Baslietball  Hall  of  Fame 

BOX  179-  1150  W  COLUMBUS  AVENUE  -SPRINGFIELD,  MASSACHUSETTS  01 101-0179  •  (413)  781-6500 


Al  Ward 
Chle(  Operating  Officer 


ional  Headquarters 


April  13,  1988 


The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 
Mayor' 3  Office 
Boston  City  Hall 
Boston,  MA  02201 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn: 

This  letter  is  written  in  support  of  the  bid 
by  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  for  use  of 
space  in  the  Custom  House  building  for  the 
Museum's  fast-expanding  needs. 

In  our  view,  Boston  is  presented  with  a  unique 
opportunity  to  have  a  Sports  Museum  in  a 
central  area  of  established  heavy  traffic. 
Offhand,  I  know  of  no  other  city  with  a 
similar  opportunity. 

We  are  familiar  with  the  commendable 
accomplishments  of  Dave  Cowens  and  the  primary 
Museum  backers  and,  in  the  interest  of  sports 
and  its  millions  of  fans,  urge  your 
cooperation  with  their  goals. 

Sincerely, 


d^  cJ<iy^ 


Al  Ward 

AW/pt 

cc:   Dave  Cowens 


2866EASTOAKLANDPARKBOULEVARD,FORTLAUDEBDALE.FLOR,DA33306.  305.564-61. 


Society  for  American  Baseball  Research 


P.O.  Box  10033 
Kansas  City,  MO  64111 

Phone;  816-561-1320 


267  Washington  Ave 
Chelsea,  Ma.  02150 


Mr.  Stephen  Coyle 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

City  Hall 

Boston,  Ma. 

Dear  Mr.  Coyle: 

As   Vice   President   of  the   Socierty  For   American   Baseball 
Research,  a  6,400  member  national  organization,  I  would  like  to  urge 
you  to  consider  letting  the  New  England  Museum  Of  Sports  occupy  the 
first   3   floors  of  the  Old  Custom   House.   The  Museum,  and  Dick 
Johnson  in  particular,  have  been  very  helpful  to  the  Society. 

The  Museum  is  the  hub  of  SABR  activity  in  the  Boston.   It  is  one 
of  six  cites  nationally  that  house  SABR  archives.   These  include  all 
our  publications  and  a  collection  of  unpublished  research  papers. 
The  Musuem  makes  this  material  available  to  anyone,  members  and  non- 
members  alike,  upon  request.   This  August  the  Museum  is  hosting  a 
regional  meeting,  and  in  a  joint  venture  with  the  SABR  and  Boston 
University,  a  plaque  will  be  placed  at  the  site  of  old  Braves'  Field. 
We  hope  you  will  consider  joining  us. 

Our  organization  is  dedicated  to  studying  and  preserving  the 
heritage  of  baseball,  the  national  pastime.   We  share  this  goal  with 
the  New  England  Museum  Of  Sports,  which  attempts  the  large  and 
commendable  of  task  of  doing  this  for  all  sports.   A  better  facility 
for  the  Museum  would  greatly  aid  our  work. 


Sincerely, 


Luke 
Vice 
SABR 


Salisbury 
President 


i 


y 


MARVELOUS  MARVIN  HAGLER 

Undisputed  Middleweight  Champion  of  the  World 

Trained  and  Managed  by 
GOODY  PETRONELLI  and  PAT  PETRONELLI 
>iODLEWEiGHT I  PETRONELLI  BROTHERS  AC. 


March   16,    1988 


Mr.  Robert  Farrell 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

One  City  Hall  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts   02201 


Dear  Mr.  Farrell: 

I  would  like  to  go  on  record  as  being  a  strong  supporter 
of  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  and  their  efforts  to  secure 
a  permanent  home  in  the  Custom  House. 

The  idea  of  a  sports  museum  with  educational  displays 
and  service  to  the  community  with  special  programs  is  a  very 
important  one. 

Boston  and  New  England  have  a  great  sports  tradition, 
amateur  and  professional,  known  all  over  the  country  and  the 
world. 

I  believe  a  highly  visible  and  busy  museum  will  be  a 
knockout  for  Boston. 

Sincerely, 


Champ 

and  friend 


J,/  copy  to  Dave  Cowens 


Peter  H.  DeVeber 
Public  Relations 
(617)344-3719 


USRowing 


September  23,  1987 


The  Honorable  Raymond  L.  Flynn 

Mayor's  Office 

Bo?^"or!  city  H?»ll 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02201 

Re:   Museum  of  Sports  -  Customs  House  Tower 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn: 

In  my  opinion,  it  is  an  excellent  idea  to  use  a  portion  of 
the  Customs  House  Tower  for  a  Sports  Museum.   I  believe  that  this 
would  encourage  people  to  visit  and  use  this  truly  beautiful 
building.   It  would  also  do  a  great  deal  to  encourage  athletes  who 
train  and  live  in  Boston,  especially  the  many  amateur  athletes  who 
now  compete  for  schools  and  colleges  and  those  who  are  preparing 
for  World  Championship  and  Olympic  competition,  often  with  little 
attention  from  the  press  or  public. 

The  sport  of  rowing  in  Boston  features  many  interesting 
facts,  personalities  and  competitions,  and  we  offer  our  fullest 
cooperation  to  assist  in  this  effort.   I  hope  that  you  will 
support  the  use  of  the  Customs  House  Tower  for  this  purpose. 
Congratulations  on  the  excellent  work  you've  already  accomplished, 
as  well  as  your  primary  victoryl 

Sincerely, 


Daniel  V.  Bakinowski 
President 


DVB/jsr 

bcc:   Dick  Johnson 


The  United  Slates  Rowing  Association 

251  North  Illinois  Street.  Suite  980     Indianapolis,  Indiana  46204     317-237-2769 

Member  United  States  Olympic  Committee,  Federation  Internationale  des  Societes  D'Aviron  (FISA) 


BOSTON 


iRed  Sox 


rENV.AY  PARK  •   BOSTON.  MASSACHUSETTS  02215 


(•IT  I  leT  9440 


JAMtS  LOU  GOnMAN 


September  18,  1987 


The  Honorable  Raymond  L,  Flynn 
M.iyor's  Office 
I'nst  on  City  llfiU 
Boston,  MA  02201 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn: 

I  am  writing  as  a  Director  of  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  in  the  hope 
that  you  will  give  your  wholehearted  support  to  the  effort  of  the  Sports 
Museum  to  occupy  the  first  three  floors  of  the  Custom  House. 

I  sincerely  feel  that  this  relocation  of  the  Sports  Museum  to  an  area  of 
high  visibility  would  greatly  enhance  the  educational  value  of  the  Museum  to 
both  cliildren  and  adults  alike. 


Sjjorts  lias  a  long  and  rich  tradition  in  New  England  as  you  are  personally 
wp)  1  aware  and  the  Sports  Museum  would  become  another  great  attraction  for 
tourists  and  fans  as  they  tour  the  Boston  Waterfront. 

The  location  of  the  Custom  House,  in  its  proximity  to  Faneuil  Hall,  other 
Freedom  Trail  sites  and  Quincy  Market  itself,  makes  it  an  almost  perfect  location 
to  house  the  New  England  Sports  Museum. 

The  magnificent  Sports  history  of  this  great  area  cries  out  for  a  prominent 
location  to  present  and  to  preserve  the  fabulous  sports  memorabilia  and  history 
of  New  England.  ■      ' 

There  is  no  more  ideal  or  desirable  location  in  the  City  than  the  Custom 
House  and  your  personal  support  of  this  request  is  urgently  needed. 

I  sincerely  liope  that  you'll  give  this  request  your  total  support. 

Sincerely, 


^^^-^ 


James  "Lou"  G6rman 

Vice  President/General  Manager 


jlg/ams 


L 


cc:   David  W.  Cowens,  Chairman  of  the  Board,  N.E.  Sports  Museum 
Richard  Johnson,  Curator,  N.E.  Sports  Museum 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOn 

Deboiah  S  Andefson 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

Donna  ilo  Varrinn   Chnirm.in 
Carol  Mann.  Pivsulciii 
Phihp  E   dcnkman 
Anita  DeFranl/ 
David  R  Foslcr 
Doiolhy  V  Harris.  Ph  0 
Henry  W  Holmes.  Jr 
Pcgqy  Fleming  Jenkins 
James  R  Jorgenscn 
Billie  Jean  King 
Marvin  H  Koslow 
Donna  A  Lopiann  Ph  D 
Panick  J  McGmth 
Charles  M  Sduilz 
Knihrinn  V  Swil70r 
Pay  Voipe 
Willye  While 

Pillsbun/.  Mndison  &  Suiro 
Legal  Counsel 


March  16,  1988 


Stephen  Coyle 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

1  City  Hall  Square 

Boston,  MA   02201 


Dear  Mr.  Coyle: 

I  am  writing  in  support  of  the  relocation  of  the  New 
EngTand  Museum  of  Shorts  to  the  Customs  House  xn  Boston. 

The  women's  Sports  Foundation  ^^  "^'^'^^^  "^^,;;,°^;::ti:r"' 
and  the  Museum  of  Sports  by  providing  b°^J.  ^^^^^^'^^^J"" 
and  historic  items  belonging  to  female  athletes.   The 
Foundation  and  the  Museum  also  worked  together  in 
planning  the  New  England  New  Agenda  Conference,  a 
regional  meeting  on  women's  sports. 

The  women's  Sports  Foundation  believes  ^hat  participation 
in  sport  is  important  for  physical  and  emotional  well 
being    It  is  a  valuable  tool  for  socialization, 
par??cularly  in  our  melting-pot  society.   And  Bostonians 
must  be  aware  of  the  value  of  sports  for  creating  unity 
within  a  city  or  a  region. 

The  Boston  area  is  justifiably  proud  of  ^^s  rich  history 
which  draws  visitors  from  around  the  world  to  the  sites 
along  the  Freedom  Trail.   New  Englanders  are  also 
Justifiably  proud  of  their  sports  heritage.   Relocation 
of  the  New  England  Museum  of  Sports  would  add  another 
dimension  to  ?he  historic  attractions  of  the  downtown 
area. 

The  New  England  Museum  of  Sports '  -"^""^^^°^f  i^^^.^^e^^' 
easily  accessible  by  public  transportation  and  is  more 
Tilely   to  be  found  by  a  stray  jogger  than  anyone  else.   A 
downtown  location  is  necessary  to  foster  awareness  of  the 
importance  of  sport  and  of  the  museum  itself. 

A  more  accessible  location  would  allow  the  Museum  to 
expand  its  programs  to  reach  far  more  of  the  ^^^^^^^^^ 
I  hope  you  will  assist  the  New  England  Museum  of  Sports 
in  making  this  move  possible. 

Cordially, 


Deborah  S.  Anderson 
Executive  Director 


342  Madison  Avenue.  Suite  728.  New  York.  NY  10173  212/972-9170 


i 


March  29,  1988 


Mr.  Steven  Coyle 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

One  City  Hall  Square 

Boston,  Ma.   02201 

Dear  Mr.  Coyle: 

The  New  England  Sports  Museum  is  viable  and  well-organized.   It  is 
the  only  one  of  the  three  options  you  have  which  is  currently  in 
operation. 

The  Massachusetts  Secondary  School  Athletic  Directors  at  its  General 
meeting  on  Friday,  March  25,  1988,  voted  unanimously  to  support  the 
New  England  Sports  Museum' <=  quest  to  be  located  in  the  Custom?  House, 
using  its  first  three  floors.   All  226  athlc-tic  directors  in  atten- 
dance voted  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  support  the  New  England  Sports 
M"spum,  and  ask  you  on  behalf  of  the  MSSAD'S  to  allow  the  Museum  to 
be  located  in  the  Customs  House. 

New  England,  in  gsn^r^l  and  Massachusetts,  in  particular,  deserve  the 
New  England  Sports  Museum.   Rich  in  tradition  and  memorabilia  over 
years  and  years  of  successful  athletic  accomplishments,  high  school 
and  college  athletes  as  well  as  our  professional  teams,  deserve  to  be 
recognized  in  a  better  location  than  is  presently  housing  the  New 
England  Sports  Museum. 

It  is  our  hope  that  you  and  the  BRA,  along  with  Mayor  Raymond  Flynn, 
concur  with  us,  the  Massachusetts  Secondary  School  Athletic  Directors. 

Thank  you. 


DFP:ca 


Sincerely, 

Donald  F.  Prohovich 
Chairman  MSSADA  Conference 


7:   (-h^ 


Uaj 


cc:   Mayor  Raymond  Flynn 
Dave  Cowens 


■4?'>S' 


\^^^ 


BRIGHTON  BOARD  OF  TRADE 


Post  Office  Box  184 
Brighton,  Massacliusetts  02135 


March  21,  1988 


OFFICERS  and  DIRECTORS 
198889 

PRESIDENT 

Joseph  Amorosino 
Boston  University 

tsf  VICE-PRESIDENT 

John  Carney 
McNamara  Funeral  Home 

2nd  VICE-PRESIDENT 

Skip  Dervishian 
Dorr's  Liquor 

SECRETARY 

Richard  Patnode 
F  I   Patnode  Insurance  Agency 

TREASURER 

Harvey  McFeaters 
Greater  Boston  Bank 

DIRECTORS 

Judith  Bracken 

Mayor's  OMice  of  Neighborhood  Services 
John  A    Bruno 

Brookline  Bag  &  Paper  Co.,  Inc. 
Kevin  Burns 

Neworld  Bank 
Mark  Devlin 

John  J    Ryan  Insurance  Agency 
Thomas  Dietz 

Albert  Basse  Associates 
Larry  Gray 

Gray's  Market 
Edward  T   Johnson 

A  I  A   and  Associates 
William  Margolin 

West  End  House 
Liz  McGurrin 

McGurnns  Gift  Shop 
Jean  S   McKeigue 

Boston  College 
Frank  Moy.  Jr 

St   Elizabeth's  Hospital 
Pat  Murphy 

Vanasse  Hangen  Brustlin 

NEWSLETTER 

Frank  Moy,  Jr 


The  Hooorable  RAynoad  L.    Flynn 
Office  of  the  Miyor 
Boeton  City  Hall,    Rooa  271 
1  City  Hall  Plaxa 
Boetoa,  MA     02201 

Dear  Mayor  PlynnJ 

The  Brighton  Board  of  Trade  unanlaoualy  supports    the 
New  aigland  Sport*   Muaeua  In  their  request   to  expand   to   the 
hljtorlc  Cuatoa  Houae  In  downtown  Boaton. 

Very  seldoa  la   there  an  orgmltatlon  diat  seriously 
approadiea  their  goals   the  way  the  Sporta  Hiseua  has   In 
their  short   tlM  of  existence.     This  Is  a  tribute  to   their 
Chairman  Dave  Cowens  and  the  ouseua's  board  of  directors. 
Throu^   their  hard  work   they  have  contributed   to  making  the 
museua  a  first  daas  and  Integral  part  of  the  rich  athletic 
tradition  In  die  City  of  Boaton. 

The  Sports  Museua,   presently  housed  on   Soldiers   Field 
Road,  haa  been  a  aodel  nel^bor   to   the    Brixton  community. 
There  have  been  aany  wonderful  prograw  benefiting  the 
residents,  both  yomg  and  old,  sponsored  by  the  museua. 

The  Brixton  Board  of  Trade  pralaes   the  work  of  the  New 
Bigland  Sporta  Museua  and  encouragea  their  selection  as   the 
tenant  occupant  In  the  Cuatoa  House.     This  would  allow  the 
museua  the  aich  needed  space   to  display  their  numerous 
sports  treasures,  as  well  as  accessibility  for   the  millions 
of  potential  visitors  who  come  to  Quincy  Market  each  year. 

Thank  you  for  your  consideration  in  selecting  the  New 
England  Sport*  Museua  as   tenanta  of  the  Cuatoa  House. 


ncerely. 


^osino 
^resldent^   Brighton 
'Board  of  Trade 


JA/brm 


; 


ERNEST  B.  MURPHY 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

surrESOo 

148  STATE  STREET 

BOSTON.  MASSACHUSETTS  02109 

(617)  367-6567,6698 


August  11,  1987 

I 

The  Honorable  Raymond  R.  Flynn 

Mayor,  City  of  Boston 

City  Hall 

Boston,  Masschsuetts  02108 

Re:  New  England  Sports  Museum 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn, 

As  a  tenant  at  148  State  Street,  I  am  very 
interested  in  the  prospect  of  the  New  England  Sports  Museum 
relocating  from  its  Soldiers'  Field  Road  location  to  the 
Customs  House. 

I  have  visited  the  Museum  at  its  current  location 
several  times,  but  I  feel  that  location  is  too  Jar  afield  from 
the  stream  of  potential  visitors,  and  that  the  Customs  House 
would  be  ideally  suited  for  the  Museum  and  its  attractions. 
The  proximity  of  the  Museum  to  the  Aquarium,  Faneuil  Hall  — 
Quincy  Market  area  would  guarantee  a  wide  exposure  not  truly 
possible  in  its  current  setting. 

As  you  know,  Mr.  Mayor,  Boston  is  ITE  sportstown  in 
the  U.S.A.  We  should  have  the  Museum  of  its  sports  history 
where  sportsfans  can  congregate  to  reminisce! 

Please  lend  your  weight  to  the  Customs  House  site 
for  the  Museum. 


Most  respectfully  yours, 
Ernest  B.  Murphy    O 


EBM'.bmh 


narch  1,  laea 


The  Honorable  Raymond  Flynn 

Mayor  of  Boston 

City  of  Boston 

City  Mali 

BoBton,  HA   oaiEO 

Dear  Mayor  Flynn: 

As  an  organization  uhose  mission  is  to  serve  businesses  in  the  City 
of  Somerviile  and  business  people  luho  live  throughout  the 
metropolitan  area,  toe  are  turiting  in  support  of  making  the  Customs 
House  the  home  of  the  New  England  Sports  Museum. 

Thet e  are  several  compelling  reasons  for  making  this  choice.   The 
sports  museum  fills  a  void  m  the  cultural  life  of  this  very  sports- 
minded  region.   The  Childrens  fluseum ,  The  Science  Museum,  The  Museum 
of  Fine  Arts,  The  Museum  of  Comtemporary  Art,  The  Computer  Museum  — 
as  uell  as  the  places  of  historical  interest  in  the  City  --  are 
already  adequately  housed  and  thriving  institutions.. 

A  central  location  13  sorely  needed  by  the  New  England  Sports 
Museum.   The  Customs  House  uould  be  easily  accessible  to  school 
children,  business  people  and  tourists  alike.   Sports  is  something  so 
all  American  that  it  brings  together  people  of  all  ages,  races, 
ethnicities  and  socio-economic  groups. 

UJe  stand  behind  Dave  Coiuens  in  his  tireless  effort  to  give  the  New 
England  Sports  Museum  its  deserved  place  among  the  great  monuments 
and  organizations  in  the  City  of  Boston.   Ue  urge  you  to  choose  the 
New  England  Sports  Museum  with  its  track  record,  displays  and  devoted 
staff  to  be  the  new  occupant  of  the  Customs  House. 

The  Sports  Museum  will  be  a  wonderful  addition  to  the  attractions  of 
downtown  Boston  to  be  enjoyed  by  us  ail. 

As  Officers,  Members  and  Staff  of  the  Somerviile  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
we  hope  our  choice  is  yours  too,  and  that  of  the  thousands  of  people 
we  represent  who  live  throughout  the  Boston  area. 

Thank  you  for  your  consideration. 

Sincerely , 


CSignatureD 


bcc:  Dave  Cowens 
Carol  Madsen 


Netv  England 


%^ 


nstian  A.  Hcrter  Park 
75  Soldiers  Field  Road 
ston,  Massachusetts  02 1 34 
7/78-SPORT 
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POTENTIAL  PUBLIC  CELEBRATIONS  TO  BE  HELD  AT 
THE  NEW  ENGLAND  SPORTS  MUSEUM  AT  THE  CUSTOM  HOUSE 


The  Custom  House  will  provide  a  focal  point  for 
both  public  and  private  celebrations  for  Boston 
residents,  athletes  and  visiting  sports  figures. 

Some  celebrations  might  include: 

— Awards  Ceremony  for  The  Boston  Marathon 

--Draft  Days  for  professional  sports 

— Olympic  Athlete  Tribute 

— Special  Olympic  Awards  Ceremony 

--City  Parks  League  Champions  Celebration 

--BNBL  Awards  Ceremony 

— Little  League  tributes 

— Honoring  U.S.  Open  winners 

— World  Championship  Festivities  (Celtics,  Bruins, 
Red  Sox,  etc.) 


To  provide  an  educational  backdrop  and  historical 
context  for  these  celebrations.  The  New  England  Sports 
Museum  at  The  Custom  House  will  house  both  travelling 
exhibits  and  original  displays  that  compliment  these 
events. 


### 


Sports  Museums,  Inc.  is  a  non-profit  educational  organization 


New  England  Sports  Museum  has  already  worked  with: 

o  Boston  Museum  of  Science 

o  Smithsonian  Institution 

o  Baseball  Hall  of  Fame 

o  Basketball  Hall  of  Fame 

o  National  Museum  of  Art  &  Sport 

o  Boston  Public  Library 

o  Bostonian  Society 

o  Women's  Sports  Foundation 

o  Boston  School  Department 

o  Cambridge  School  Department 

o  Harvard  University 

o  Boston  Council  on  Aging 

o  WGBH 

o  Massachusetts  Association  of  Health,  Physical  Education, 
Recreation  &  Dance 

o  National  Association  for  Girls  and  Women  in  Sport 


TYPICAL  MUSEUM  FINANCING 


TURNSTILES 


RETAIL  SALES 


GRANTS 


_  MEMBERSHIPS 


CORPORATE  DONATIONS 


To  date,  the  New  England  Sports  Museum  has  raised  over  $400,000,  as  well  as  over  *^00,0O0  n  m-ksnd 
contributions,  despite  the  fact  that  ye  have  had  only  tuo  slices  of  the  "pie"  -  corporate  onations  and 
memberships.     In  the  Custom  House,  we  could  add  financing  from  turnstiles,  grants  and  retail  sales. 
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BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 
NEW  ENGLAND  SPORTS  MUSEUM 
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Mary  Hamilton  Johnson,   Attorney,    mrerna 

K.C.   Jones,    Coach,    Boston  Celtics  Phoenix 

H.    Barry  Morris,    P^!J^^^2^3^^S°4,    Boston  Celtics 

Lawrence  Moulter,    Esq.,    President,    «  ^^        i^ns 
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William  O'Brien     President     Olympic^I^^  Education,   M.I 

Leo  Osgood,   -^^st.    Professor  oj^  ^ 

Ronald  Schram,    Esq. ,    Sr.    Partner ,Kop 

Harry  Sinden,    General  Manager,    Boston  Brui  ^^^^ 

Thomas  Stack,    P^es^^^^J'    ^^J"  ^nSS  England  Patriots 

pat  Sullivan,    5!^!"^„f "^fJ^Aey  Mechl^ical   Contracting  Corp. 

Mike  Tierney,    President,    ^i®t^"^i^     Celtics 
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Robert  Walsh,    Past  Information  Director, ^^        ^^^P^  Corporation 
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HONORARY  TRUSTEES 
Thomas  J.  Brown 
Charles  Charles  Caliri 
Victor  P.  Caliri 
Ephron  "Eph"  Catlin 
Bernard  "Dick"  Casey 
Ellery  H.  Clark,  Jr. 
Mildred  Wiley  Dee 
John  P.  Fadden 


Mrs.  N.  Penrose  Hallowell 

John  Hannah 

Fred  and  Marge  Harrison 

Mabere  "Doc"  Kountze 

Charles  O'Rourke 

Bobby  Orr 

Joan  Benoit  Samuelson 

Ted  Williams 
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MAJOR  CONTRIBUTORS 


CORPORATE  DONORS 
ABC  Movers,  Inc. 
Around  Tovm  Network 
AT&T 

Baldwin  Steel  Erection  Co. 
Bank  of  Boston 
Beacon  Hospital  Groups 
Boris  Color  Labs 
Boston  Celtics 
Boston  Edison 
Boston  Globe,  The 
Boston  Herald  American,  The 
Boston  Phoenix,  The 
Boston  Red  Sox 
Burke  Distributors 
Carpenters  Union  -  Local  4  0 
Coca-Cola  Bottling  Company  of  New  England 
Cone  Communications 

David  W.  Cowens  Basketball  School,  Inc. 
Development  Management  Group 
DynaGraf  Printers 
ExecuTours,  Inc. 
Exxon 

Fay  Foto  Service,  Inc. 
Federal  Distillers 
Gilbane  Building  Company,  The 
Gillette  Company 
Glen  Security  Systems 
Gourmet  Caterers,  Inc. 
Hamlen,  Collier  &  Company,  Inc. 
Hancock  Lumber 
Hartford  Whalers 
Harvard  Coop 

Honeywell  Information  Systems 
Lafayette  Place 
Laventhal  &  Horwath 
Lily  Truck  Leasing  Company 
Mailco 

Massachusetts  Port  Authority 
Metropolitan  District  Commission 
Miller  Brewing  Company 

National  Basketball  Association  Properties 
New  Boston  Garden  Corporation 
New  England  Sports  Network 
Pepsi  Cola  Bottlers  of  Worcester 
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CORPORATE  DONORS  (continued) 
Polar  Corp. 

Prudential  Realty  Group 
Scotch 'n  Sirloin,  Inc. 
Shawmut  Bank,  The 
Spalding  Sports  Worldwide 
Sports  Channel 

Tierney  Mechanical  Contracting  Corp, 
Toyota  Motor  Distributors 
UltraScan,  Inc. 
United  Lithograph 
Wallace,  Floyd  Associates  Inc. 
WBZ  TV-4 
WGBH  TV-2 
WSBK  TV-38 
WLVI  TV- 5 6 
WCVB  TV- 5 
WNEV  TV-7 
WFXT  TV-2 5 


FOUNDATIONS 

Boston  Globe  Foundation,  The 

Clark  Foundation 

Fuller  Foundation 

Kraft  Foundation 

Polaroid  Foundation,  The 

Sholley  Foundation 

Sonesta  Charitable  Foundation 

Whitcomb  Fund,  The 

Yawhey  Foundation 
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APRIL  22-28.  1988 


BOSTONS  U\RGEST  WEEKLY 


THREE  SECTIONS 


A  PHOENIX  EDITORIAL 

A  Custom-made  House  for  the  Sports  Museum 


The  decision  of  Stephen  Coyle,  director  of  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  to  separate  the 
choice  of  developer  for  the  Custom  House  tower 
from  the  choice  of  cultural  use  (that  is,  as  a  museum)  for 
the  tower's  first  three  tloors  was  a  wise  one.  Coyles  mix- 
and-match  approach  will  permit  the  selection  of  a 
development  plan  for  the  73-vear-old  downtown  jewel 
without  peripheral  distractions.  Further,  it  will  allow  the 
museum  options  —  the  Maritime-  Whvdah  Museum,  the 
Cit\-  ot  Boston  Museum,  and  the  Boston  Sports  Museum 
and  perhaps  others —  to  be  examined  for  the 
contributions  each  would  make  to  the  city's  cultural 
richness  and  economic  well-being,  without 
entanglement  in  complex  developmental  concerns. 

In  weighing  the  museum  proposals,  it's  easy  to 
conclude  that  Boston  would  be  ennched  by  any  of  the 
three.  The  Maritime-  Whydah  proposal  —  for  a  museum 
that  would  recall  the  days  of  the  pirates,  when  Boston's 
waterfront  was  a  roiling  hub  of  international  commerce 
—  would  stimulate  the  imagination,  and  sharpen  the 
understanding  of  history,  in  young  and  old  alike 
Similarh',  a  museum  of  the  city  of  Boston  would  be  a 
significant  tool  in  conveying  the  city's  ethnic  and 
religious  evolution,  a  central  theme  of  our  history. 

Without  doubt,  these  proposals  are  worthwhile,  both 
for  the  en]ovment  of  the  residents  of  Boston  and  as 
contributions  to  the  tourist  economy  on  which  this  city 
leans  ever  harder.  But  these  and  any  other  museum 
ideas  (includmg  one  from  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts)  that 
Coyle  may  entertain  will  be  hard  put  to  compare  with 
the  proposal  to  move  the  quiescent  New  England  Sports 
Museum  from  its  present  home,  off  the  beaten  track  in 
Brighton,  to  a  central,  downtown  location  in  the  Custom 
House.  The  Boston  Phoenix  believes  that  creating  a  first- 
rate  sports  museum  at  the  Custom  House  vvill  fill  a 
gaping  void  in  the  appreciation  of  this  city's  unique 
historv. 

Because  Boston  is  in  many  ways  a  small  town,  over  the 
vears  we  have  developed  a  small-town  —  emotionally 
close  —  relationship  with  our  athletes  and  teams.  But 


because  Boston  is  in  other  ways  a  world-class  city,  we 
have  expressed  this  emotional  affinity  with  athletes 
who  ve  established  world  standards  of  performance. 
Ted  Williams,  Bobby  Orr,  Marvin  Hagler,  Bill  Russell, 
Red  Auerbach,  Kevin  McHale,  and,  of  course,  Larry  Bird 
all  achieved  greatness  while,  for  better  or  worse, 
performing  in  a  milieu  of  intimacy. 

Mayor  Ray  Flynn  noted  last  ]une,  at  the  opening  of  the 
New  England  Sports  Museum,  "There  is  no  city,  in  all  of 
■America,  that  can  match  the  traditions  and  legends  "  of 
Boston.  Because  of  this  reputation,  today  as  strong  as 
ever,  the  creation  of  a  sports  museum  in  the  Custom 
House  would  add  a  powerful  inducement  for  visitors 
from  all  over  the  world  to  visit  and  experience  the  spirit 
of  Boston.  Moreover,  such  a  museum  would  become  a 
welcome  reminder  that  achievement  in  athletics 
demands  extremes  in  dedication  and  commitment,  that 
the  human  spirit  has  and  may  continue  to  transcend 
defeat,  and  that  the  children  of  Boston  who  are  inspired 
to  take  up  sports  are  joining  one  of  the  region  s  proudest 
traditions. 

The  New  England  Sports  Museum  proposal,  handled 
bv  Dave  Cowens  with  the  same  indomitable 
determination  he  exhibited  in  leading  the  Boston  Celtics, 
offers  the  city  nothing  less  than  an  opportunity  to  expose 
our  children  to  inspiring  role  models  of  all  races,  so  that 
our  kids  return  home  ready  to  shoot  some  hoops,  take 
some  cuts,  lace  up  the  skates,  or  throw  a  perfect  spiral. 

Boston  has  a  chance  to  offer  its  children  what  we,  their 
parents,  never  had  but  would  have  loved.  And  the 
Custom  House,  with  its  central  location  in  the  midst  of 
the  pedestrian  traffic  between  the  aquarium  and  Faneuil 
Hall  Marketplace,  is  perfectly  suited  for  what  will 
certainlv  become  one  of  Boston  s  most  popular 
attractions. 

We  stronglv  urge  the  city  to  move  the  New  England 
Sports  Museum  to  the  Custom  House. 

—  Stephen  M.  Mindich,  publisher 
Richard  M.  Gaines,  editor 
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The  tower's  future 


IT  IS  rare  that  a  city  haa  the 
opportunity  to  bring  a  land- 
mark back  to  life.  Boston, 
with  Its  Tjustllng  Quincy 
Market,  has  been  luckier 
than  most.  Now  the  city  (the 
Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  in  particular)  la 
faced  with  the  rather  plea- 
sant chore.of  deciding  which 
of  three  development  teams 
will  be  awarded  the  presti- 
gious Custom  House  Tower. 

Each  developer  has  "mar- 
ried" a  different  museum 
concept  —  the  museum 
would  occupy  the  lower 
floors  of  the  building,  while 
the  upper  stories  would  be 
rented  out  as  luxury  office 
space.  The  contenders  are 
Trammel  Crow  in  a  joint 
venture  with  James  B.  White 
Partners,  who  propose  a  mu- 
sem  of  the  city  of  Boston;  The 
Convey-Heafitz  Develop- 
ment Co.  in  conjunction  with 
Maritime  Explorers  Inc., 
who  want  to  use  the  site  to 
display  artifacts  from  the 
pirate  ship  Whydah;  and 
Hamlen  Collier  &  Co.  in  con- 
junction with  the  New  Eng- 
land Sports  Museum. 

It  is  the  Hamlen  Collier 
/Sports  Museum  proposal 
which  we  think  has  the  abili- 
ty to  capture  not  merely  the 


imagination,  but  the  very  es- 
sence of  Boston. 

Of  course,  when  discuss- 
ing a  l£indm£irk  Hke  the  Cus- 
tom House  Tower /the  exper- 
ience and, sensitivity  of  the 
developer  must  be  of  prima- 
ry importance.  Hajnlen  Col- 
lier, a  firm  whose  local  roots 
run  deep,  has  already 
amassed  an  Impressive 
track  record  of  downtown 
development,  including  the 
restoration  of  at  least  six 
buildings  of  historic  signifi- 
cance. We  are  confident  they 
have  the  skills  to  do  the  job 
as  It  should  be  done. 

The  New  England  Sports 
Museum  has  the  advantage 

—  unlike  its  two  competitors 

—  of  actucdly  being  in  opera- 
lion.  Unfortunately,  it  is  at  a 
location  totally  inaccessible 
to  public  tremsportation,  on  a 
site  which  will  not  p)ermit  its 
future  expansion. 

Sports  is  and  always  has 
been  part  of  the  lifeblood  of 
this  city.  And  it  is  hard  not  to 
he  captivated  by  the  enthu- 
siasm of  former  Celtic  Dave 
Cowens,  who  serves  as  chair- 
mcui  of  the  museum's  board  of 
trustees,  for  this  project 

In  short,  it's  a  good,  solid 
proposal  from  all  angles.  We 
hope  the  BRA  will  see  it  that 
way,  as  well. 


HAMLEN,  COLLIER  &  COMPANY/NEW  ENGLAND  SPORTS  MUSEUM 


CUSTOM  HOUSE  TEAM 


HAMLEN,  COLLIER  &  COMPANY  BACKGROUND  INFORMATION 


Hamlen,  Collier  &  Company  is  the  developer,  owner,  and  manager  of 
high  quality  rehabilitated  commercial  properties  in  downtown 
Boston.   Hamlen,  Collier  &  Company: 

.  currently  manages  740,000  square  feet  of  commercial  space  in 
Greater  Boston; 

.  developed  and'  manages  four  properties  listed  on  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places  (10  Liberty  Square,  85  Merrimac 
Street,  33  Union  Street,  and  121  High  Street) ; 

.  developed,  owns,  and  manages  two  properties  in  historic 
districts  (88  Broad  Street  and  939  Boylston  Street) ; 

.  developed,  owns,  and  manages  nine  historic  properties  valued 
at  $90,000,000. 

.  has  totally  re-engineered  and  modernized  its  properties  to 
meet  the  demands  of  first  class  office  space  users. 


Hamlen,  Collier  &  Company  tenants: 

.    typically  are   users   of    less    than   5,000    square    feet; 

.  are  viewed  and  treated  as  the  company's  assets; 

.  feel  that  their  offices  are  a  "home  away  from  home." 

Hamlen,  Collier  &  Company  restorations: 

.  are  undertaken  with  great  sensitivity  to  authenticity  of 
detail  and  great  care  and  pride; 

.  include  the  commissioning  of  original  artwork,  such  as  the 
trompe  I'oeil  murals  at  12  Post  Office  Square  and  121  High 
Street; 

.  have  revived  life  into  both  some  of  Boston's  most  treasured 
buildings  and  beautified  urban  spaces  around  them. 
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The  lobln  u  12  Paa  OITke  Sqiun  restond  by  Hunlm.  Collitr  &  Co. 


Ln  Real  Estate 


I  Hamlen.  Collier  &  Co.  has  restored  more.ii|iaetai  buildings  than 
\n>txxiv  else  ji  ihe  ci;y.  The  results  are  often  stunning  and  elegant. 
Page  6B. 


The  lobby  at  10  Ubem  Squajr;  The  desif-ner's  aiin  »is  to  creale  somrplacc  pnjp4e  •tnlwl  ro  h«. 
I  ptacc  where  [he  qualit>  and  caie  a  appealing  (o  Ihe  lenanu. 

Historical  renovators 
add  just  the  right  touch 


by  Esther  Shein   Special  lo  ihe  Journal 

The  day  is  clear,  and  men  in  (op  hats 
ride  horseback  by  a  nver  in  a  scene  thai  re- 
sembles an  Engbsh  counoTside.  The  pic- 
ture IS  not  real,  however,  but  wallpaper 
adorning  the  stately  lobby  of  10  Libmy 
Square,  homcot  Hamlen.  GjUier&Cc.a 
real  estate  development  and  management 
firm  specializing  in  the  restoraaon  of  his- 
toric properues. 

The  firm,  according  to  pnnapal  Devens 
H.  Hamlen.  has  done  "more  renovations 
than  anybody  else  in  theaty  from  a  histor- 
ic point  of  view."  Some  of  the  downtown 
propenies  Hamlen.  Collier  owtis  are  listed 
on  the  Nauonal  Register  of  Histonc 
Places. 

•'We  wanted  to  deal  with  archiiecnirally 
intriguing  buildings  that  may  have  some 
histonc  value  to  ihem."  Hamlen  said. 
"The  only  thing  we  care  about,  when  all  is 
said  and  done,  is  that  the  qualitv  and  care 
will  be  appealing  to  the  tenants." 

Hamlen.  Collier,  which  was  formed  in 
1979,  is  currently  vying  for  the  contraa  to 
renovate  the  Customs  House.  The  firm  is 
working  in  conjunction  vviih  the  New  Eng- 
land Sports  Museum,  which  is  looking  to 
relocate  from  us  Bnghton  headquaner^  lo 
the  Customs  House. 

The  entrance  to  10  Libeny  Square,  one 
of  :he  propenies  lifted  in  me  histonc  regis- 
ter, is  pure  elegance,  with  solid  brass  rail- 
ings and  wood  paneling.  The  pancline  is  a 
-ombinaiion  oi  :rie  ,ir;anaJ  woodwork 
(circa  IS73)  plus  new  pieces  designed  to  t^e 
J  pertLVi  ma:cn.  The  paneling  stretches 
ar*)una  :ne  iobbv  below  ihe  -.cenic  wail- 
"jpcr.  Tliere  b  oak  trim  around  the  win- 
dows and   doors,   indirect   lighting  and 


foresi-grecn  faux  marble  m  the  elevaiors, 
complemented  by  more  brass. 

V^'hen  the  finm  purchased  the  building  m 
1981,  Hamlen  said,  he  and  his  partner.  Sar- 
gent Collier,  were  struck  by  the  faa  thai  it  is 
surrounded  completely  by  skyscrapen  and 
othCT  modem  office  buddings. 

"It's  like  a  little  house  .  that  is  finally 
brought  out  to  the  suburbs  to  be  saved." 

The  wallpaper  is  silkscrocn  thai  was  ong- 
inally  aeated  for  the  Metropolitan  Museum 
of  .Vi  in  New  ^brk,  Hamlen  said. 

"Ws  had  no  idea  what  it  would  look  tike 
when  we  put  it  up,"  he  said.  In  keeping 
with  (he  dignified,  subdued  look.  :he  de- 
velopers also  purchased  an  antique  crystal- 
and-brass  chandelier  and  antique  umbrella 
stand. 

The  total  cost  when  they  designed  the 
lobby  five  vears  ago  was  approximaielv 
S6O.60O.  Hamlen  said. 

\  sense  of  quality 

The  look  and  feel  of  a  lobby  is  an  im- 
ponant  element  because  it  tends  to  hold  a 
building  together.  Hamlen  said,  and  'he 
firms  JeMgns  attempt  to  maintain  a  cer- 
tain flavor  nght  up  to  the  tenants'  ^pace. 
"If  there's  a  >ense  ot  quaiuv  ^here. 
there's  a  feeling  of  e\er\Thing  being 
together. '■  he  said. 

Lobbies  are  his  pet  peeve,  he  continued, 
because  many  of  the  ones  he's  encoun- 
tered "have  a  rcnse  or  austereness  and 
power.  We  trv*  to  create  lobbies  thai  ar? 
warm  and  welcome  so  yoj  'eei  more  xwi 
vou're  ^--ung  :mo  vour  r.'>me  rather  than 
■tomeplace  vou  don't  want  to  be." 

While  some  archiieas  nold  the  theory 
that  a  building's  exienor  look  should  De 
carried  into  the  lobby.  Hamlen.  Collier 
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Hamlen  Collier  &  Sports 
Mus.  bid  for  Custom  House 


m 

liiS 

IS! 

UR  TIME 
anks 
)  lend. 

liable 

f  JECTS     : 

:iNG 


BOSTON  --  Developer 
Hamlen,  Collier  &  Co. 
recently  submitted  a 
proposal  to  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  lor 
redevelopment  rights  to  the 
Custom  House. 

Hamlen,  Collier  proposes  to 
develop  the  upper  floors  lor 
office  use  and  has  teamed 
with  the  New  England  Sports 
Museum  to  create  a  museum 
on  the  first  three  floors  of  the 
building. 

According  to  Devens 
Hamlen  (right),  principal, 
"This  is  an  exciting  venture 
for  our  firm,  the  New 
England  Sports  Museum,  the 
city  and   the  entire   region. 

"We  will  take  the  siime 
great  care,  pride  and 
attention  to  detail  in  restoring 
the  Custom  Hou.se  as  we  have 
in  all  our  properties.  We 
intend  to  undertake  a  top 
caliber  restoration  of  the 
building  so  it  will  truly 
become  one  of  the  jewels  of 
the  city." 

He  is  shown  with  N.E. 
Sports  Museum  chairman 
David  Cowens. 

"Boston  has  provided  us 
with  enormous  oppoilunities 
and  the  care  and  attention  to- 
detail  in  our  restorations  are 
one  way  of  gi\  ing  something 
back  to  the  city.  The  Custom 
House  is  ideal  for  ihfSports 
Museum.  It  will  be  the 
catalvst  which  will  raise  the 


■i-jA^i&Mk^  ? 


Sports  Museum  to  the  status 
of  a  major  inslilution  such  as 
the  Chiklrens  Museum  and 
the  Aquarium." 

Hamlen,  Collier  &  Co.'s 
plans  include  reopening  the 
building's  2.5th  floor  obseiTa- 
lion  deck  with  a  display  of  the 
hist()i7  of  the  F^orl  of  Boston 
and  creating  a  new  landsca- 
ped plaza,  around  the 
building.    • :,  r    ■  =;;  ,       ■., 

The  New  England  "tias- 
signed  a  letter  of  intent  lo 
provide  financing  for  the 
project.  The  National  Trust 
for  Historic-  Preservation  has 
al.so  expresssed  its  willing- 
ness t(f  act  as  project  advisor. 

The  development  team 
includes  design  firms  of 
Kallmann.  McKinnell  & 
Wood.  Architect;  Lyons  and 
Zaremba.  museum  designer: 
and  Susan  Child,  landscape 


architect. 

The  Hamlen,  Collier/New 
England  Sports  Museum 
proix)sal  is  one  of  three  teams 
competing  loi*  rights. 

Lewis  of  Holmes, 
Sniith/LaCava  lease 

WALTHAM.  MA.  -  R.W. 
Holmes  Realty  of  Natick 
leased  l,750s/f  of  office  space 
to  The  Auto  Rental  Corp.  of 
Worcester  at  391  Totten  Pond 
Rd. 

Auto  Rental  is  a  division  of 
AMI  Leasing  Group.-  The 
building  was  selected  by 
Duke  Irvine,  vice  president, 
because  of  its  location  near 
Rtes.  2  and  128.  :• 

Harmon  Lewis  of  R.W. 
Holmes  represented  Auto 
Rental  while  Patti  Smith 
negotiated  on  behalf  of  the 
developer,  LaCava  Assoc. 
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